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CHAPTER 11 - '
'

THE SUGAR COMPANY'S VILLAGE

- -

On 12 July 18Lo, theﬂgnﬁ_Gqus salled into Sydney Harbour, carrying
the nucleus of & company téwn to be sét somevhere in New South Wales.
Among_thé cargo was "1 sugar plant (compléte), 76 packets hops, 18 buﬁdles
vire and sieves, 5 cases ironmongéry and toys, U puncheqps %irework, ke.,
2 casks gin, Childs.&nd ﬁembié“. L. The P&SSENgers tré%élling ééih their
cargo were - firgt class; ¥r and Mrs Kunox Child ard family, and Mr and Mrs

Francia Kemble and family; and stecerage - thirty bounty immigrants who

;  had all had their passage paid by, and emplcyment guarantecd by, the

. Manegers: of the Australien Sugar Compery.

:

i

f;

s The Australion greeted the arrival-of this contingent with enthusiasm,
*  reminding the public

:

3 - ' .. ey

: ie have, on.gseveral -former cceasions uidvevted to the facilities we
N poreess for such an undertuking (the vefining of sugar!, and the

- prosperous results that must attend 1t, both with vefercnee to the
E proprietors and the publie ... such an establishment 18 now cbout
L to be opened, having,all the means and appliances required jor ita
L eomplete cperation., <

£ 5 -

L

3

7

The finance director, William ¥nox Child, had all the acceptable qualificaticnz
to the colionial sourﬁes ol credit, being "well known in the meréantj]e

eircle in England as ‘the head director of the London and County Join{ Stock
Banking Company", =so arrived vith "en unlimited letter of eredit to one

of our Colonial Banks". 3.

e e w e A bt e L A D
L LR Ry B R S R

TRV
o

-3

1
. i . LN
Tt appears itnal contact had already heen made with Rotert Ounmphell

']

snd news of the venture trevelled guickly around the genilemen ydAneyts
Q ¥ A

or.

r

1. Sydney Herald 22 July 1841, p.2.
2, Australign 1k July 1840, p.2.
3, Ibhid, ‘“he association wos with the Uninn Menk,

b, Quoted in.Newnen, CUE.T. The Spirit of Wharf Houre, Hwdney, Anwus ped
Hobertson, 1961. $.168. The sourcs Kewman quotes foo khis indcrwrlion
in dervis, J. A4 Higloxy of the Mumicipaliiv ¢f Cmteriryt, which ghves

no sourcecs for any of the informstion fp {kn honk.
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financial eircles. By Thursdsy of that week, A.B. Spark was writing in his

diary:

July 17th 1840: Sugar refiners and others want land Hecr Tampe,
but which gives undue displeasure to my better half. ="

The SBpark family éﬁarrelled:-it &;.pp:ears; a.b‘ou‘h these piﬂns - the merchant
se;eing d.evelopm.ent pot;antial in t;erms of ;aconomic edvantage, his wife
despairing at thé pot;a‘ntial destrt-lction of the rural peace of her '"Vale of
Tempe" with a smelly factory and 2 township of workers rharing their

previously exclusive neighbourhood of villas and carriage folk.

The Sydney Herald caught up with the news in its issue of the

following Monday, decl aring:

SUGAR COMPANY.- We are glad to hear that the geuilemen wio have
recently arrived in this Colony for the purpose of establishing a
sugar refinery are making préparaticns to commence business on a
very extensive scale. As -every man who introduces a new manufacturs
into this Colony, that is, when he brings the necessary man with
kim, ie a publie benefactor, we think the colonists are much
indebted to the gentlemen who have alrveady evpended a large amcunit
of capital in this speculation, and will lay oui: riore.

Mrs: Spark, it.seems, was in the minority of public opinion on this matter,
end the batile for the presérvation of her envircmment was losi almost as

soon as it had begun. Exactly a week after the entry in Sperk's diavy,

the Australian could report:

The Australian Sugar Hefining Company are, we aqre injorwed, on the
point of commeneing their operations ... Robert Campbell, M.C. has,
mainly, we believe, from a regard to the interests of the matvopolis,
offered them a portion of the Canterbury Fstate situated upon Cooke
River. The doubl, thersfore, which existed as to the Fori ai wiich
this new branch of industry will be introduced no longer existe.
That great advantage is secured to Sydney.

1. Spark, A.B. Op. cit. _
2. Sydney Hewcld 20 July 1840, p.2.
3. Australion 23 July 1840, p.5.
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The agreement with Robert Campbell to purchase 60 acres of land on
Cooks River was nquickly concluded by the two managers, who had arrived with

the suthority to "out of the funds of the Compsny purchase or rent or take

upon lease or otherwise in their own names any land or lands or reel business

.
oy L

of the Company". 1 As in the -past, the order of registration of deeds
seems to have been irrelevant to the principals' concept of_ownership of
the land. The Bugar Compﬁny's estate included a grant which only became
officially Robert Cemptell's property to sell after he claimed forty years'
continuous cccupation 2. and was granled the land on T Januarf 1842, fhe
gale to Frencis Kemble and W. Knox Child was regiztered on 3-b Decomber
1840, for +the price of £1200 3. - but they had hired a surveyor, Jobm.
Williams, before 12 August 1840, who had dravn wup "plans and specifizations"
for the building, and had advertised:

AUSTRALASIAN (sic) SUGAR COMPANY.-

. Builders, contractors, and others williny *o wndertake aony portion
of .the works required By the above Company, tc be evected con their
Estate at Canterbury, near Sydney, are reguested to furnigh tenders

_in writing addressed tc the Directoy of the said Compeny on on
before Monday, the 31et August ... '
The same paper cerried a warning against extending any credit iu the none
of the-Comfany without the authority of ihe Finance Director; this may have
been a customary precaution, but it carries e hint of the tuoyant financial

climate of the lime, when the mere mention of a new company could secure

_geods without cash.

The Australisn Suger Cowmpany was a prime example of the style of

investment vhich led to the crash of the early 1840s. Frencis Kemble had

1. Authority dated'l January 1840, quoted in 014 system title deed 10/765.
(16 March 18L6) Conveyance, 1r, W.K. Child to James [haphy.

2. The i=nd was promised by Bourke on 2 Anril 1836, =nd was granted
T Januery 1842. Grant Register Vol. 6, p.8, ne.18.

3. 0la system title deed U/B15. Lease snd relcase. Paid as 2 £50 sholes
in the Compeny.

h, Siydiey Hevald 12 Mugnst 1840, p.l.
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been associated with sugar refining companies in England, and hed acguired

enough knowledge to sound plausible to potentiml investors. Child wrote

later:

I too readily adopted the erroneous impressions that he waes inkimately
and practically aequainted with the various branches on whieh he spoke
with the greatest confidence and apparent knowledge, and ajtor
consulting with friends who, unfortunately, were as little copable

of judging as myself, I determined to adventure my fovitune in ua
speculation in which, I again errcneously conceived, that a slender
stock afiknowledge was more than suffieient for the wants of the
eolony. ="

Francis Kemble promised that the venture would earn shareholders £42,000
per annum, on & capital of £20,000, and on this promise, Child made his

decision:

.. and as I had two.sonsg, who were then just comirg into 1ife,
I felt anxious, rather to vremcte their future tnierests, tha
to enjoy the quiet and independence I then possecssed at home. '

He sold all his property, took the eldesi son {Coles Child) from the
University, and {he youngest from his secure position in ithe bank, and, on

1 January 1840, began his position s Finance Director of the new Con pony .

As soon as Kemble felt secure that he had the investors safely commitied

to the Company, he "all at cnce recollected that he had = (sugar refining

3.

plant which he would like to dispose of™. The inveslors tool the guality

of this plant on trust, and paid Kemole £2620 in casb, plus two §£1000
shares for it - the only investment made by Kemble in the Compeny was E250

psid on one of the shares,

Child wrote later:

1. William Knox Child., A letter to the shareholders of ths Austioinsian
Sugar Company ... 1842, 1,0, Alsn Birch, in his article, The CrTGings
of the C.5.R., 1841-55, suggesls that ihis iwvestmoni §s "nol very
pisusible". He had cbvicusly not read Child'z lebter. (4.5}

2. Tbid. p.9.

3. Tbid. p.lL. -
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The price of this plant, which was at least thirty years old, (in
Jact not half a plant,) ond constructed long before the present
improvements in making fine sugar, ... I alwaye considered toc high
vo. il had been ... fimed at £14,000 ... I_am the move convinced of
the soundness of my judgement now that I have seen it in operation,
for the alterations and improvements that have been made on 1t have
cost as much trouble and expense as a tailor would have in alteriyg
a coat of thirty years' date, to the fashicn of the present day. ~°

Once he had made this contrivution to the future of the Company's activities,

T

Kemble disappeared for two months, leaving Child to hire the men, arrange
for their emigration on the Amn Gales, organise the loéding of the sugar
plant weighing 5C0 tons, and procure a passage for both Manage}s‘ families

on the same ship, Child was disconcerted to find that he was alsc asked

to "provide unexpectedly on'ocur departure at the last moment from private
b

2.

ERFTRSTEIETAT ST T e

regources, & large sum cf money for the Company".

2
f

As can be éeen from the extracts quoted at the beginning of this
chapter, the finencial atmosphere in Syéney was directed Tavourably towards
support for such. an enterprise, so shares in the Compeny vere accepieble
to Robert Campbell as payment for his 60 acres of 1land, whiech he did not
yet officially own; The lend vas thén mcrtgagéd_for £€,000 to the Union
Bank of Australia,-3' to give capitel to.pay the immigrants ecnirscizd to
the Combgny, and to.hire further workmen to build the works and the dam,
vhich would provide the boilers with unlimited fresh water. The longer
all this took, the'gréater would be the financial drain on the Compghy, a3

ell thzs Bounty imnigrants had agreements which read: -

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT ENTERED INTC THIS 31s1 DAY OF JABUARY 1R40
BETWEEN WILLIAN KNOX CRILD ON BEHALF OF TRE AUSTRALTAN SUGAR
COMPANY AND (William Jeffress) _

William Knox Child agrees to hive and William Jeffresc agraee to bz
hired to go to Spdney on the following terms to serte the Austrclian
Sugar Comparty in such charactzr as they may sequire at the wages of

1. Ibid. p.11.
2, Tid, p.12. _
3. 01& system title deed U/883, Lease

1P
)
X
(=
!
0
H
)
-

11-32 Pebroary 1863,

-
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One Pound per week from the day of ewmbarkalion till the day of
arrival at Sydney that from and after such landing at the wages of
Three Pounds per week paid weekly.

The said William Jeffress his wife and children to be found a free
passage out and to continue in the Company's service one year after
the Sugar House and Works. of the Corfpaw are carrplute?y finished.

John Jeffress continuing in the Company's service the like time at
such wages as the Company may eonsider him entitled to and the said
William Jeffress to enter intc a bond of Two Hundred Pounds when
required to do so for the full perf'omcmce of this agreement and
during its continuance not to engage in any other employment ...

4T gy ©

Francis Kemble's claimz, made to English investors, that he hzd esccess

.

to "men of large capital" in Sydney proved false, and repeated requests
E to him to pay up the £750 owing on his remesining share - (the first had

" _gone to pey his debis in England) - produced no money at all. W. Kuox

Child moyved to Canterbury.to supervise the building, while Kemtle made an

FOLITATEA Y

atlempt to pay the call on.his shares by anticipated salary, threateving

to “ohtaxn from friendly lenders-the neans of commencing other tradec" if

g it i

e

Cy -
he were ot permitted to do this, He indicated that the attendances of

himself and his nephew to the sugarworks would "te confined to two in ths

R

FRTTRALR
e,

veek, as required by the deed of settlement, dwring the erection of the
3. '

A0

vorks",

ORI,

This was the last StI:‘ELW'tO Child, He replied:

The absolute engagements of the Compeny hova made the eall imperalive,
and you in particular, who hove reserved eo large a share of tie
profits to yourself, ought to be the firct to make every corrvifice
for carrying it on; vou have induced ua to abandon other occcupatices,
-subscribe our money, leave our friends, home, and country, tc cone
here, and I feel, that you are the loct that cught to aqk what fa
requwed in your letter; selfishness iz foo visible in all bm*m
proceedings, and your reading of the dzed Appears to mz, always to

be entirely in your owm favour ... What iz required, in my crinicn,
ig that we should devote our vhole time to the cetablichment =f iha

FrR e A I e

3:

U

R AT IR T T,
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]

C.5.R. Archives. Box A5.0
2. W. Knox Child. Op. cit. p.13.
Thid, g..1h.
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Company, and to meet twice a-week for consultation; how now does
your meaning of twice a-week, and whole time, agree, while the
Company is not established? Would not such a performance of our
duty be a dovnright fraud on cur shareholders, of whom we have
required salaries, and such a large portion of operative shares?
And, if we were all to give the superintendence you suggest, come
one must supply our places, ‘and be paid for what we neglect; indead,
on the mutter of superintendsnce, I an mech dissatisfied. I relied
on you. 'both te gel the Sugar-House up, and attend to all matters
relati ing to it, and I deeply regret the entive incompelenczy of you
both to do it. No absolute loss would take place by your non-
attendance; but it would not be fair to oblige me to do, as it wers,
your part, as I have hitherto bLeen compailed to do, and you Loth get
paid for doing almost nothing. ="

The note of panic sounded by this lebter was real, not imagiuca. The
financisl crash had jJust begun, and it was becoming harder to find finance
for the Company. Two of the original investors, Capteain Georgs Minter ana
Frederick Wright Unwin found it very difficuli to persusde John Tingcombs

to join the Company, in view of Kemble's claims, while Maclaren, the Maneger

AT A

of the Union Benk, went {o reason with Kemble and point out tc him "the

folly of his proceeding". 2-

Eventually, on 31 March 18kl, an agreement was drawn 1up, wherehy ¥,

Knox Child and Coles Child were given control of the Company's property,

N A Y I T T S T Y

vhile Kemble received £250 per amnum and -the prospective advantage of sixty
shares for securing his services. Child comsented 4o this only on conditien

"that his duties should bLe well defined
h.

H]

end that no truzt shonld be

placed in him",

In the meantime, the social strata had sorlted themselven out in
selecting & location for their houses. Mrs Spark covld be reassured fhat

her "good address" would be preserved, at least in the short term;

1, Toid., p.1k-15. GQuotes letter of 25 December 1840, Kenble had orgenived
affalrs so that he would receive £5,686/17/k from the Company in exchorge
for ¥25Q cash and an interest of £2,000 in a 30 year old plans.

2. JTkid. p.ih. )
5. 0138 syslem title deed %/560. Lease, release and assisawent.

. W. Knox Child., Op. eit. p.16.
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1.
Frederick Wright Unwin, who lived at "Wanstead" next door, bought, the

s

2.
adjoining "Juhan Munna" homestead from Joshua Thorp, and promptly

divided it into two separate residences, selling one to Joseph Newten, a

merchant, and makivg the other available to W. Knox Child. 3. No lease

or sale documents exist for Child's house, so it appears that it was a
private arrangement between the Solicitor and the Finance Manager of the

Sugar Company - probably in the calegory of a "company home'.

Both gentlemen were residents of adjoiaing stone houses b} March 1841,
vhen the Census of the Colony was taken; bolh with large househclds, and
both. listed as "professicnal" in cccupaticn. Within the agreement was
contaiﬁed a :ight-éf—way across Mr Unwin's nev bridge, ond along the ronrd
which. led past the subdivided allotmenis of Spark, Dugvid snd Campbell,

past.Cooks River Church, and into Zydney.

W. Knox Child kept long hours at the sugar works, in atlzandence I'rom

L
Usix in the morning till ten at night to proteet the Company's interest™. °

fiis path to work led past the newly-built dam at. Canterbury; the path from

Cornelius Prout's bridge is clearly marked on the subdivision plan of

1841, °° :

Within the village, builders and Sugar Cowpany enmployees put upxhlsg

dvellings to house thelr families. There must have Leen a grewl dewd of

1, Built on Arihur Martin's grant in 1836-7. It was in existence ati the
time of the mortgege, 0ld system title deed P/808, k February 1837.
F.W. Unwin to S.A. Perry and Wm. MacPherson, £1770.

2. F.C. Ibhart, the {tenanl, had died cn the way home from Indiz in‘ij Kl
(memorial stone in 8t Peter's Church well}. Sale teo Unwin, 014 nyrstem
title decéd RKIHQ, 9..10 March 1840, £1400 paid for 100 ac + houses,

3. 01d systew Litle deed U/952, 19-20 Pebruery 1841, lease and relesse 4o
Rewton, L1300, Chiid's property is mentioned in the sals desds for ibe
Fansicad Esiate, 1/260, 12 Hovember 18%1. Tnere was a brick maunger!s
hovee built on lots 12-13, Canterbury Village - onoupied dn 1846 by
"a man in charge". Syiney District Council Rateboots. M.L.

b, W, Xnox Ckild. Op. eit. p.l17.)
5. Map ML M2 811.1829/1841 /1. Plap of 95 allotmonts .

2l Ay gadnnny L
1. s . N . N P y [ T T S I I S
The path is ealled "Line of read reud. iy Fr Unw ister wrhdisision
4 7 ] ’ o “ t r P " -~ -~ ~ . - )
plan ALHE3) of Monbs' Tlat (Tyweellls A3 ac).  Syoney subdicinicosf
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sctivity at this time; stone was quarried for the building, the dum, and

for Cornelius Prout's new bridges; the land was cleared, a shaft weaz sunk

1.

- -

which turned up a coal-like substance, sénding many hopes sky-high,
anqu‘road vas forméd through Campbell's Canterbury Eétaté, leading across
the bridge into thé coﬁntry of the sawyers and the charcosl-burners beyond,
Prout, alweys with an eye to profit, took up a public subscription from the
nevwr and 1he old settlers to pay his builder, James Wa}ih, 2. When the
amount reised fell short by about £100, he made up the'deficit on the
pgreement'that he coculd charge a toll to cross his bridge. Tﬁe conviets he
had extracted from the Government to help with the timber work were given

an extra job - to Build an ocectagonal stone toll house on Prout's Bridgewvater

3.

Estate; end the distriet commenced to repay Prout for his azet of public

benefit.

The Sugaf Company 's next move was typical of the time. After the wild
speculation in urban lend in 1836-40, in which properties as far away from
Sydney as Brighton hed.been sold, this secmed a reasonably certain way %o

raise s comfortable emount of capital: They hired ¥W.H1. Wells, a Jand surieyor,

g Ao

to subdivide most of their zixty acres into sualeable allotmentz wnd streels

nomed efter the largest investors, end pinned their hopes on a successfu]
land auction. After a1}, this one had 21) the advanlages: there was a road,
real opportunity for—employment, an established sorcial network, audkhntural
resoucces to attract more industry. The Company had reserved their lund

elong Cooks River from the sale, no doubt waiiing for approachus Trom

1. W. Knox Child promptly put in all deeds or land sold in Caubterbury Vilinge
a clause vhich reserved "eosls mrd minereis Trom the undzreround” of the
said 1ard for himself and his son as tvvstees of the estate. « 013 sysicm
title deed 11/658 is ocne sveh example,

2. Welsh appears in the 1841 census, living i Tront's Ferry. The bridue
vas cormleted in the last week of October 1841,

3. St George portion 218. FPolack's 100 arves. purchasen by Front Trom the

trustees by egreement W/E€52 and lease and relesse X/311. 0%, Deods
dated 23 July 1841 and 7 September 1841.

-
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Managers of "Foundaries and Manufactories requiring much fresh water";
immigrants would immediately understand the significance of Samuel Lyons's

- -

words: "Canterbury ... mey hereafter be a rival to Low Moor, Bilston or

Manchester". Lyons wrote in the tradition established by~ 8brahem Polack. 1.

Like B:igﬁton, Canterbury was first settled by new immigrants. Only
one of the thirty heads of houaéholds in the 181 census had arrived as a
convict, and three had beesn in the Colony more than six years, The rest had
arrived, in most cases, under the Bounty scheme, 2. some as emﬁloyees of
the Bugar Company, others were Scottish stonemesons working for David MeBeath,
the builder of the sugarworks. Wives and children accompanie? th= nen o
live near the plaég of work, and the populatiecn distribution of 40% males,
22% females, ana 38% children indicated a high level of family settlement.
This hepeful activity encouraged a growth in population in the Parish of
st Gearge-es wéll - il grew by S6% between 1836 and 1841, and the nunbers

of children grew from 16% to 19% of the population. The study ares was

[T

-~
3

gradually chapging from a "Man's country" to a district of working-clas
2 . s

families,

The cutcome of the Sugar Company's land sale is a confused one: no
title could ke given to any of the lend until ei'ter Cemphiell's grant was
confirmed in Jenuary 1842, so it is nob possible to find out in a Airnct
manper how successful the sale waz, Lyons claimed in July thst "a few
allotmenls have besn eapgerly sought for and sold =t £100 the ecre, by privote
sale within the last fortnight". A stﬁdy of the Glad system title deeds in

the Registrar-General's Department confirms that this was the consistent

por]
=

t

1, Map 11.2, also Advertisement, Tyons's suclticn, 20 July 1801, Sydney
Morning Herald, 30 July 1841, p.3. Samurl Lyon: vas a s

a stareholdar.,

2, The Pounty Index in the N.8.W., Archives Office wis checksd for all
inhebBitsnts of Canterbmry Village ldisted in tha 1881 cenauz.  Tare
Australian 15 July 1842, p.2, claimed that the Bounty oog

L the OF
immigration was one cause of the Tinancinl reeessicr in the Colony.

£1,000,000 had kezn vaid out of the Coleny's rfunds in retan o
immigrants.
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Plan of 95.allotments at Canterbury, adjoining

Austrd{asian Sugar Compary's worke ... July 30th 1841.

‘ the first subdivision
len of the.Suger Company's Estate, : .,
Egefgrm Centerbury Villege. Campbell's "Village of Canterbury
subdivision is shown.on the left in outline.

M.L. Mep M2 811.1829/1841/1
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price paid for all the lots. It seems strange, then, that very few other

land sales at the time were as successiul - even land close to Sydney

-

remained unsold.

To complicate the story, Robert Campbell subdivided pari of Richard

e Lo £ N M L e T i

Johnson's 260 .acres adjoining thé Sugar Compeny's Estate three months later.
His allotments sold at prices ranging from £70 an scre for lots near Proul's
bridge to £20 an acre for lots in streets parallel fo the main road, but only
P6 lots out of 78 were sold at the first auction. Lo 1t geems ;dd that one
subdivision was consistently cheaper than the other, also that the Sugar
Campeny's Estate loté all sold for the same high price, no matter how far

awvay from the main road they were.

L e IO A T T T Tk

The advertisement for Campbell's Village of Canbterbury indicates thz

state of Sydney's land market late in 1841: Stubbs had taken to reading the

[—

prroceedings of the British Parliament, and headed most of his zuctisn notices

e T

=Rt

vith quotations from ihe latest encouraging speech of a respeczied
parliamentarian., The "Village of Canterbury" piece was by Lord John Russeli:
T believe that the establishment of villages and theiy graducl

extension into towns may, tﬁerﬁfbre, be best left 1o Llhe enterprise
and judgement of individuale. '

AT o ST g

L AT

T

end Stutbs wenl on to conclude that, as a result of the confidence eﬁprnened

-4

in New South Wales by British Members of Tarliament:

bt e O Rk

T
i

.. a grect rise had taken place in AUSTRALIAN SECURITIES, ond ihat
they HAD RISEN TO TEN AND A HALF PER CERT PREMIUM, and EXPECTED
FIGHER 11 It is hoped we shall hear ne more of Lend "going down’,
as the very moment the reaction beging here, it will be Ilike -

Gold breaking out of the Miser's Bag - there will be no keeping pace
with its overwhelming influence.

R B AR s A e ©

1. Map 11.3 (M2 3811.1829/1843/1) is a mwep of bthe 1843 sale, anmolotced with

the lotz zold at the 18W1 aueticn. ALl Jois have bzen echeckodi Iv ile
Registrar—Ueaeral's Department for date of sele and price pzid.

2. Australian 14 September 1841, p.3.
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It was clearly a desperate situation requiripg desperate measwres. The

advertisement was directed particularly towards the

- -

Operative classes of emigrants (who have lately arvived in 1he PEARL,
the UNITED KINGDOM, the ELEANOR, &c.,) ... Nothing is so much required
in this delightful suburb of Sydney as small necat built tencamguts for
the accomrodation of families and friends who ave hourly émigrating

to our shorés; and nothing is so difficult to procurz as mechonics

to erect them. Cotiages would let for anyihing. ‘

Stubbs was careful to mention the need for shopkeepers, sugéésting that the
wife could carry on the business, and the mep showed the Estate in reletion

to four important features: Sydney, the road network, the Sugar Company,

and Ireland's Inn. It was eltogether an estate for working-class immigranie.

A study of sore of the insolvency papers in the N.5.¥. Arshives,
together with sone research into the oceupations of the iLuyers of the Supar
Company's Estate goes some way in clearing up the mystery of ihe £100 an

acre lots. Only seven of the 95 lots went to people unconnected with the

Sugar Company:- four ;hopkeepérs end the Wesleysn Melhodist Church., Mozt of
these lined the main road from Liverpool Road to Prout's Briﬂge, although
the Church accepted a lot a few yards away. The rest cf ile lots wendt ico
either builders, Sugar Company employeeé, or Directors of the Company, while
the furthest lots were sold to G.J. Rogers, solicitor and financier. 1
Yithin the insolvency papers, dated 1842, of a builder, Jdemes O'Ne%ll,
Erickmakér, iz a possible soiution to the problem. 2. He says: "I ;nd iy
brother paid £140 to Childs for the land (lot 11). We paid it by labr:»urr.
and waking hricks and getiing bones". How many of the rest of the lois

vere given to employees as payment for £100 vorth of labour? How many of

v
LY
'

1. The Australian 15 July 1842, p.2. claimed +hnt ore censec of +the Colony's
recessicn was the excessive amount of litigalion underialen by pesopla,
Solicitors were growing fat at everybody's expense. <.J0. Rogers
belonged to the firm of Carr, Rogers 2ad Cwen, of Ceorge Stveel, a firm
vhich wag assoclsated with the Union Dauk.

2. Minutes of Proceedings, 22 July 1842, James O'Heil incolvency. A.G.
2/5679. Case no. 208,
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the Directors! lois were in the Fform of security for investments in the
Company? Did Child use the promise of free land to attract the essential
services of a church and shopkéépérs to Cantérbur;?- It is possible that
conventional transactions occur:ed for none of the §5 Sugir Company

Mlotments, while, in Campbell's Estate, all were lend ssles, rather than

investment in a Company, and consequently many remained unsold.

The building of the refinery continued throughout 1841, The Australian
condncted & campaign against sugar nohopoly by a particuler firm in Sydney,
who, it clgimed, had forced an arﬁificially high price cf tetween £2£ and
£34 8 ton; the néwspaper promised that as soon as the Sugar Refining Company
commenced operations, these monopolists would get their fingers burned "es

the price of spéar must fall materially”. 1.

L}

W. Enox Child inserted an
advertisement in the paper in September 1841 confirming this, 2. and

reperters yisited the works in the same month to see fTor themselves. They

ennoutced: -

.+« We were quite astonished to find that in a short space of niu=
menths an extencive menufactory has been mosit substaniially erecied

80 near to us, and one capable of giving. us ¢ valuclle artiele cf
eonsumptton at a low and steady price. '

The building was impressive, being

one lundred feéet in length, sicty feet in widih, cnd eizty feet Wigh,
with a fine chimney shaft, one hundred and thiriy feet [rom the
ground. The house containg sii spacious floors, mill-house, engire-
nouse, boiler house, stove and store-rooms, all heated cnd weried by
a steam-engine of considerabie powver ... ¢ll the plent: and machinery
being of a very valuable deseription and aceording to the mcst
recent improvements.

The investors had obtained a satisfyingly solid bulk for their money, '
yingly

importaul in the Victorian's concept of "worth™. The growith of the town

1. Austrelian Editorial 19 Harch 1842, p.2.
2. 1vid. 2 Qctober 1841. Advertisement dated It Gephember 1645,

3. All exbracts sre frowm the dustralian article of 20 Sentemter 1841, p.o,
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had meant that the worthy zim of bringing benefit to the lower classes was

also satisfied:

- -

We wnderstand thal the Sugar Works have given employment to cbove ons
hundred men during the erection ... FWe could not but notice how
" comfortably the Company have housed their sugar-house men, in
really very convenient slab huts; and w2 were glod likewise to sece
that a school has already been evected near the works, where we
saw above forty children. Ihis is used as a chapel on Sundays.
William Knox Child was to be congratulated in establishing, in nine months,

this towmehip, so solid sud respectable in appearance, in a district

“form erly known as the Canterbury Bus h"

Throughout 1841 and early 1842, sugar prices centinued te hover arcund
£30 a ton, and prospects seemed-fayourable for large profiis to be mad= as
soon as sugar production bégan. Franeiz Xemble, discontented with ™is
small share of the Company, began to voice criticisms of the way W. Kuox
Child was managing thﬁ Company, feeding the Directors' impratience that the
refinery should commencé opérations, with claims thet "sugar never covld
te refined in the present Sugar-house without him znd his nephev™.

The principal sharéholders took fright - Unwin and Tingeord:e had £35C0 2nd

£3450 re spe tively to lose, and in the panic of 1842, that was

m

a o3 rahle

amount.

b

Tn Januaary 1642, against the advice of Child, a unew Company was fovmed,
the Auvstralasien Sugar Company, which restored Francis Kemble to lhe statug

of Director, end defined his duties as (Clause 29):

That Froneis Kemble shall attemd the worke to direct the mai factery,
with the Beiler cnd Sugar House Clark, and will leave with My Chiid
an entry in a book 1o be kepl for that purvose, all orders which have
to be carried into effect, Eho due execution whercof 18 fc be
superintended py Mr (Rild, °°

1. W. Knox Child. Op. cit. p.15.

Austrelasias Sugar Company. Deed of seftlemorit. Sydusy, D.L. Welch,
18k2, Tho Company was formed on 1 Morch 18L2.
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Kemble had achieved part of his object, but the shareholders refused to

remove Child from his managerial role, so he was forced %o endure the

obvicus disupproval of his co-manager for a while longer.

In March 18h2; a néw Diréctor wvas introduced int§ the Company.l'John
Ross purchased the required fén gshares, and thus gained a seat on the bBeard
and a vote on Company policy. He had been a Director of thgwgoou—to~be
insolfent house of Dunlop and Co., but also had a further interest as a
Director in another Company, Abercrombie and Co. 2. John Mackey, also of
Abercrombie and Co., purchased ten shares in the Sugar Company in June 1842,

ant was also raised to the status of Directory at thz trir-st meeting he

attended, Mackay, with Ross and Kémbl&, put forward 2 motion "to remove
William Knox Child from the offices of Director snd Manager for conduct
prejudicial to the interests of the Company”. 3¢ me timing was tos neat
for there to be no -collusiou Ppetyeen Kemble and the tvuo new Dirsctors.

When we find that Walter Kemble, his nerhew, and John Koss were Joint owners

L,

of a property near Maitland, it bzcowes cbvious what Kemble hzd done.
The Australian "learnt" of the trouble after the June meeting, and carriei

the announcement of it for all to see on 16 June 10472:

AUSTRALASIAN SUGAR COMTARY IN THOUBLE

We very sincercly regret to learn that the Sugar Company's cperciiois
are at a standstill, in consequence of a want of vnanimiiy amenge™ ine
Managers, The estoblishment ia curtailed; the nunber of Neclupii .z
employed being reduced rmaterially. We do trust that amicabie
relations may be soon re-established, and refrain from comricnbiiw ci
the cause of the dicagreement, inasmueck as e yun the risk which
usually ottends upon % porte information. °

Sydney Morning Herald 1 March 1843, p.2,

2. Insolvent estate no. 1018. John Mackay. A.0. 2/8758. The evidanee
taken in this case establiched that Mackay and Ross were co-direcleoiz of
this Couwpany, Macksy told a great many witrulhs in his evidence, avo o
iLook six months snd many sittings of the Court befuie the real sicoay
emerged,  Mackay was substitube for Wm Abcreronbic on Divector eof thc
Sugar Company.

3. ¥W. Fnox Child. Op. ecit. p.l. Also Board Minuizs 2b Auguazt 1843,
h. Insolvent eastate no. 1654, Walter Newble, A.0, 2/8802,

TP 1 - 3
5. Austvalion 16 June 1842, p.2. fThe unfavovrable natwre of the cmmwry

indicates that the informotion wor glven to the nowvooaper bty Fomule
attenpling to creheztrate compleints sboat TChiid'c sdcinizivelions

SR B

o
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Although none of the other shareholdsrs supported the mobtion in Jun=, it
was brought forward again at the July and Avgust ?eetings, and again lost.
In August, Child advertised tenders for the supply of billet wood, . coals
and cartage to thé Company: 1. Fhich was on tﬁe point of'ﬁeginning
production, so it became ésséntial to Kémble to have Child removed
immediztely, while his eclaims that nco sugar would bé produced under the

current management could not be proved false,

ATter the August meeting, Kemble was sent to inspect the works, and

reported back:

T have to réport that the house is in a very imperfect staie, ond
less valuable to an inecoming tewant, by about £1000 par mwusn, iien
i1t would have been had the fitting up been superintended by wuiy
person conversant with the trade. ITf Albert (the sugar rejisen) be
competent bayond hie pons, or if he have not been instructed to
mislead m2, it foliows, from answers which he gove to questicus which
I put to him that only Ten tonz pge week instead of Sizty, adveritsed
by Mr Child, can be tuwrmed out.

‘The motion to remeve Child was again pub forwsrd at a special meeting of the

-

Directors on 16 September, ®* and Child was asked for sm explanation, He
took out an advertisement in the Aﬁstralian tc notify the Divectors of his
intention to reply to the chorges; b, this proveked o boarrage of incronsingly
insvlting sdvertisements by -Kemble (sec 11.7) deriding Child, while promising

the shareholders that he had special talents:

««. the latter operations of the Manufactory wpon my Tondon plaw,
(fully kaown to a very small number only of pervsors in Migland),
have heen eminently succegsful, and appear to reader it cortain
that the results of the Company's Work, undsr proper manoggment in
each depariment, will be highly satisfactory to you all.

1. Awstralian 10 Auvgust 1842, p.3; '

2. Femble, Fraucis. ZTo tle Shareholders of the Australcsicn Sugar Compong
Letler daled 12 October 18L2. M.L. AD23.3/C.

3. Australian 13 September 1842, p.3.
k, Thid, 19 September 1842, p.3, 23 Septembev 1842, 1.l
5. Ibid. 26 Septerber 1842, p.3.
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lAfter three successive attempts had been made to dismiss him, W. ¥nox

. Child, on 16 September 1842, published an advertisement in the Ausiraliaa,
appealing to the shareholders of the Australasian Sugar Company for
Justice and open-mindedness in their congideration of his fate as Manager.
He asked that they "not suffer (themselves) to be led away by the
pleusibility of that individual ... (who) is entirely unworthy of any
trust being reposed in him", . - .

s

"Xemble promptly took out & counter-advertisement of a column's “length, in
vhich he continued his attack on Child's ability to run a ugar refinery
"by intuition”. He compared his own thirty years! experlenue w1th that
of Child, "who has acquired hid knowledge of trade by deﬂllng win toys’
“end blacking brushea"; but assured shareholders of his disintérested
toncerr: .

"Although T will {zke care that the interests of the Sugar Cowpuny shall
not suffer for {he went of proper management, I am no candidate for the
office of Manager, which I avprehend rust now become vacant ,.."

He then told a pleasant little story about a sea-capt=zin's monkey, Chilo,
vho delighted in tnrowing overboard his master's glittering silver plate,
of which "he had assumed manzgemert". ILike Chilo, Child had been
"amising himself” z% the Managemert's cest ~ in a year, the eeat would
amount to "fhree or Tour times as much as the salary of His Execellency
the Governor". ke concluded, .with mock dignity, that he would Y“leave

the viper to gnaw upon his TileM,

'

, The following Friday, this anonymous advertisement appesred on ypage one
“of Lhe Augtralian:

i_'_' ey

i ANTER BhﬂY' SLES,
| NENTSSRIZS. o
O um]n ar Qcroner wien we Puerticoey,

TIE BEAR IN THU BOAT,

AMD .
. THE CAPTAIN'S MUNKLEY,
i - . [0 By Cmiro,

ruit veean» Kook,
Invelvens ambri nuazud terranijue poistagque
Myrmidonumnue dolje--Virgil,
Mebus Aror abstulit wlie codorera—Ihid.
1am Munareh of 211 1 suevey,

My right thera i none (o dheate, "
bowithin, ol oithaut, rad all rensd It, they see N
5 i Pm fonl uf the Hovee, atd the brate.

|
r

B T

Aneient orar.

From the Plurst Sther! 1t wonld appeer
tthat ail the Mu.-nnll « suhw\ti ate desinatel
llw the last vraed, Able commentitorn:, bawavar,
Phiwve held that It applies to one indlvidial
: auly —En,
. Tha Lringing out of theze Linportant Tork,
' hes cost epwards of L3000, A morn witl be
jrwoended Lo complete s, Fley nill afford
( sinch wholesome Justriction te £raWn up per.
"song, ant! ave suited te the capavire of & CAiF L,
; An rzrly nupfi ration Is requeded, to ey of
ithe Mem lwrs uf thie Austradashion Sw el.t ay. "-m'm
| Cix mpn'a; .
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; A Shareholders' Meeting was held on 1 October 1842 at the Royal Hotel,
to decide Child's fate, and A.B. Spark, who owned one £50 share, wrote in

his diary:

""18t ‘October.- Would have rather remained at home, bul went to tewn
ehiefly to serve Mr Child if I could, whom I considered an injured
and oppressed man, and for whose removal a mzeting was held today
at the Royal -Hotel. A specimen of the Sugar meds at the works was
on the table, but from the various observations made, it was at a
price which the Company could wot dfford. A stormy altereation took
place, which subsided only on a motion of adjournment being made, and
a Committee appointed to tmmestigate thz stale of the Norks. '

Robert Cempbell withdrew from the Company, Unwin &nd Tingeombe turned

egainst Child, and he was dismissed Trom the post of\Managing Director cn

e vote that wes unanimous. Kémble was installed in his place. In a
financiel atmospheré where bankruptcies filled a full colurn of esch
newspaper, frighten=d men had acted to save their money, by installing a
Director who offered them the security of special knowledge '"fully known

te a very smell numﬁer cnly of persons in England“; With that magic key,
surely thig businéss would pot go the vay of many other Colonial venturas,
Cltild withdrew his financi;l support Trom the Company, and, instead, accepted
g salary of £500 per anuﬁm to act as finapeial manager. kemble could nct
resist g fihal attack, and on 12 Octoher published a letter to the Sharzholders
which was later to he proved libellous. 2. For & short time, =t least,

he could enjoy his triumph.

Kemble took cver the manégement of the Company at the idzal time,

o
)
fu

proceeded to capitalise on it. Unwin and the other sharehclders were

_ ' i
1. Spark, A.B. Diary.. 1 October 1842. M.L. A4870. ' v
2. HKonble, F. Op. cit! Birch declares that "Kemble energed from the

law"ult with a character 'as pure vhite as the Canterbury suger'”. e

cannot have read the Court proeeedings very carefully. The ouste was

from a sarcastiec aside by the Solizitor-Genersl, Counsel for the Flailutirf.

The verdict was in favour of Child, altihough damages ewarded R/}

were nothing like his clalm of £1020. FKeuble's evidence wuas ravuling,

#nd, in places, irrelevant,
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impressed by the facf that "since Mr Kemble undertook the management, the

Company, instead of a weskly loss, had a weekly ploflt" L. Not surprisinrg,

since sugar production had now sta.rted The Sydney Morning Herald was

invited to visit the Works inﬁpecember, and reported:

The sugar house is a large plain stone building, eix stcries high,
at one end of which there is a handsome chimney, the largest we
believe in the Colony, and as the building stands nlose doun te the
river, it ie not seen' from the rcad wntil you are within a coupla
of hundred yards of it. The effest of soming sudd-fmlu upon such an
egtablishment in the bush, <8 extremely strikin

The proprietors had brought Victorian industrisi kncvhow to tame and develop
e wilderness; even in the depths of depression, “"progress" coull be made and
industry couwld flourish. The newspaper gave a thorough account of the
process of sugar réfining, laced with many reassuring remzarks sboul the
quality of the mashinery and the talent of thé men wvho worked it. With
2llowances for the changing journalistic styl;, it could be one of the many
"wealtl and progress" articles that are customarily published at & lime

of recession to cheer the masses.

Despite the lesdership of Kemble, the Suger Company appesrs to have

floundered rather than prospered through 1843, There were several changes

of dirsctorship, and a footnote written by Tingcowbe to his insolvency
papers in 1848 adds further evidence towards the ressons for the £100 blocks

in the Sugar Company Estate:

Memoranduwn, The above seven acres of land (Sugor Compaiy's Estate,
Centerbury) were given to me as my portion of the property of the
oid Australasian Sugar Company and wars the only retlwrn I recaivad
for the sun of four thousand three hwwdred and fifty rowsds which
I contributed to that Company. 3
. John Tingcombe., '

1. Syadney Morning Herald ) March 1843. Evidance in the livel cusz. The
sugar works had starbted production on 12 Septemter 11042, C.8.K. Archives.

2, Tbid. 13 December 18k2, p.2. Kemhle chenged newspupers when he waslod
Lo gel faveursble publieity.

3. A0, 2/8325. Insolvency files, dJohn Tingcﬁﬁhﬂ 24 Septenher 1818,
N, 1822, Also 01d system title deed 37390, 19 luls conveyod tu J.
Tingeombe, TG/th, conveyance, same lols from Tingeonbe's estric Lo
A, Asbidown  #£10, A
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Tingcombe, Cﬁild and MacKey all withdrew from the Company, 1. and a new
Director, Clark Irving, later to pecome the Official Assignee of Insolvent
Estates, was appointed Managerl 2. Kemblé moved inte Child's company house,
The deposed Finance Manager aoés not séem to.have felt much malice to the
Company, he moved to a farm at Mount Vincent, near Maitiand, which he nemed

"Sugar Loaf‘Farm".'B'

The svbstitute for William Knox Child was Bdward Knox, a Qane, who
was-introduced by John Tingcombe, b and vho hed business connections with
both thé Australian Auction Couwpany eand the Union Bank, the holders of the
Sugar Company's mortgage. The'Boar@ Miriutes record that his selary was
fixed at £250, "but that it be eubmitted to him, that some addilion will be
made vhen the Company's ﬁff&irs shall be more prosperous”. Times were hard.
Kemble was invited to give evidence béfore the Legislative Council on 20
September 1843, to‘the Conmittee appointed to Inguire inte the Fecuniary
Distress of the Colony. It was clear that his own product could "ouly have
& value in raference to consumption; it hed a value 12 months agn, hecruse
it was consuned to-a great extént, bat owing to the geners.l diztress there
n 2.

is now but a very smell consumption ...

A loan on the security of his

current stock would not help, s the market was non-existent:

The most respectable. shop-keepers, that those whe used to purchase
loaf sugar at 4%d., now content themselves with moist sugar ai 13,
or 2d., and they tell me that they can zell nothing bui articics cf
absolule necessity, at the lowest prices; and that the redurticn ir
the coneumpticn of my article, arises entirely from inabilily to puy
for it. They find this to apply to all other articies not of
primary necessity.

1. John MacKay was declared baunkrupt on 27 QOctober 1843. A.0Q, 2/8758.

2. 014 system title deed 4/656. 29-30 March 18h3. '

3. 014 system title deed 10/96h. W.K. and Coles Child of "Sugur Loaf Farm".

b, The changeover took place on 11 August 1843, C(.8.R. Archives. DReard
Hirutes.

5. N.8.M. Legislative Council. Report from the Seleci Cumitites on the
Monetary Confusion, with Appendic and Minutes of Foldsucs.  Koverber
1843, p.22, in British FarLiamentory Fapers. Colonisg, Australia,
1842-4h . Shonnon, Trish University Press, 1969.
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By the end of the year, the storekeeper at Csnterbury was asking for pzyment
for bréad, meat and groceries. The employees hadqn?t been paid, and one man
declared himzelf to.be on striké. At thé Shareholdeirs' Heeting of O
January-l&hh; Knox put foxward his plen for éétablinhing the business on

a sound footingj it involvéd abtaining more money froﬁ the investors. He
had ascértained that: to make a profit, sugar needed to be refined in large
qnantities; Thé only problém with this, was that supply of refined sugar
would then exceed demand. His plan, which cepitulised on bo@h aspécts, vas
to buy.HOd tons of raw sugar, set the refinery to refine it “as expeditiously
as possible .., and that after the performance of such work the sugar house
should be closed until the stock on hand has either been very materially
reduced or until a general meeting of the proprieters should finally decinre

their wishes on the'subjéét". On thé céssation of work, "all such person:
as would not Pe essentially:nécessary to the reopening of the Refinewry

would be discharged"., If his plan were not followed, the Refiunery would
have to close; incurring a "certain loss to the sgharehclders of frem £11,000
to £13,000 ..." .moreovér, certain of them had a "standing in society
Iwhieh] might indﬁce the c¢reditors to make them individualiy Jiahle for th=

debts of the Company™. Knox was 4o gain plenty of practice in carving up

estates ~ he became Official Assignee in late 184k,

The plan was accepted, and the Company stiruggled on. By 18h6:'a11 the
Directors who had voted against W. Knox Child in 1842 hed beeﬁ declared
bankrupt, with the exception of Francls Kemble, who died ai Undercliff in
June 1844, His nephev carried that bankruptey. Trederick Wright Uuwin
had lcst £2,200 in sﬁares in the "0ld Sugar Jempany™ and at the time of his
insolvency had mortgéged Capital Stock end Debentures in the Australasiun
Sugar Company to the value of £12,860, 2. His subdivicion of the Wanrtead

1, C.8.R. Archives. Australasian Sugar Company Miwufes, 9 Jruuary 3AWL.
Edyard Knox's report.

2, A.0. 2/881h, Insolvency Tiles, F.W. Unwin. 22 Decewber J1807%, Hu.1712.

Il
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Estate in 1841, made too late for the land boom, had been successful, mainly

because the purchasers almost immnediately became bankrupt, and the

- -

insolvency papers included a long list of people to whom Uawin had lent
noney — only for them to be degiared bénkrupfl It is ironic that Unwin
was probably one of the solicitors whom the Australian, in 1842, had

blamed for the recession. The furniture in his house, "Wanstead", was

described as "chiefly old_snd worn':

Meanwhile, Canterbury Village was established, forming a shahily-

founded centre for the provision of good and services to the district, At

EE -

the height of its success, it ﬁad thrée public houscs, two‘churches and =
schooll Two rpads led te the settlement: oné foughly followed today's
line of 01d Canterbury Road from Parramatta Road; the other tordered the
Canterbury Estate to Join Liverpool Hoad al Campbell's Village of South

Ashfield, One letter in the C.S,R. Archives recalls relationships between

vorker: and manzgement:

Mr Knox met the men cne pay day and erpressed regret tne Company
had not tre ecash that day te pay theiy wages, but next wvezk wvien
payment was made by Sydney mercha:ts for the sugar delivered i
them, each man would receive what wos due Lo him, ond added < in
the meantime i1 their wives were in need of any provisicns,, Mrs
Knox would be pleaced to help if they called at his home. '

t would be a long trip into the gentry's enclave at William Street,. Sydney,

for some wives. Management did not live at Canterbury.

1, Inia, | N '

2. C.&.R. Archives. Box A5.0, Document.l%, Letier from Al{red Eobbins
containing reminiscerces frow his youth sbout cenversations with “one
of the 0ld hands.al Canterbury".
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