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CHAPTER ll 

TUE SUGAR COMPAl{Y' S VILLAGE 

On 12 July 1840, the ,4nn GaZes sailed into Sydney Harbour, carrying 
,. t. ' .• 

the nucleus o:f a company.town to be set somewhere in New South Wales. 

Amo_ng the ca_rgo was· 111 s_ugar pl.ant (complete), 76 packets hops, 18 bundles 

wire and sieves, 5 csses ironmongery aYJd toys, 4 p-..incheons wire.-ork, &c., 

2 casks gin, Childs· and Kemble". 1 · 
!(.. ·~;;' 

Tlie passengers tra.Vkllins with their 

ca_rgo were - first class, Mr and Mrs Knox Chilc1 e.i2<i f!mdly, an·d Mr and llrs 

F:ranci.s. Kemble and family; and steerage - thirty bounty immigrants who 

had all had their passage pa.id by, lind employment gun.ran teed by, the 

Managers.- cf the /mstrali,u: Sugar Compar,y. 

The AustmZian greeted the -arrival-of this contingent with enth,rniasr.1, 

reminding the public 

l·!e 1u:zve_, on -s~1,er1aZ •foiw1011 ·occasion:9 a-:lP(r,,tetl to thr;. fac·iZ1>t.fr-m 1.&Je 
.f.'. ' de t . . (t" ". . " ' • t' por.:sess JOT' suc:,1. an un r ·a.K.'i.ng ne reJt-n·t~na o; suqa1 1

:, ·o:nc: ·ne 
p11ospercn-ts results that iilUBt attend it: bo-t1z with ;.1~ft-'!i"'.Zn.a1? to i:he 
prop:r•1:etors and ti'?-2 pub tic ... suoh an e.c;tab1.ishm91·tt is not:., cibout 
to be opened, having2aU the means alld appliance« requi1•cd /01° ita 
ao;n!_-11,ete cpe11ation. · 

/ 

The :finance uirector, Hillia.m Knox Child, had all the acceptable g_112.li :'i.c,stic:,s 

to the co1cmial sources of credit, being "well known in the merc:antj J e 

circle in England as the head directo:r of the London and Count:,,- Joint. UtocJ-. 

Banking Company"> s(1 R.rrived with 11 an unlimited lctt::~r of c:-P.dit to one 

of our Colonial BMks". 3 • 

~L 
It appears that contact had. alreaa:, bsen lli&de uith Rol;ert ,:vrJi;,'c,all 

and news of th8 venture tra'Jelled quicJ:.ly u.ro1...:1d. the ,;en1.ler.1en of Elyd.·11:?~v-'-~ 

· J. ,5yd:ney i:/e;r,aZd 22 July 1S4;,, ,,.2. 

2, A11.st1•n.Zia~ J.~ ,July 1840, p.2. 

3, 11:d.tl. r~~he association wus witb ·the Un'i.nn :t.k":!?k, 

Ii. Qtto1.ed. :tn-Newn,an,, C.1!::.IJ.', The Sp1':rit of !•ll-:a'i.'·.f"' Hou;:e. Byfin,,:,t~ Ari:~Hf: r.1:d 
Robert.Hen~ 1961. r.16l1. Tht: so~:..·~:~:: K~~•:m:1.ri quc;tes f.:,7• i;~~~s in:i.'-...~,~~m;t.:io!i 
~fl J, ..... ,,,..•. J' A "1,'···lo'''I of ·1··-:1 l,-t. ~'n./,. l't· --~-- ,~.,,., .... .., .. ,1. · 1·• ·,,,11·.· .. ~,_, ' . ..! .... ,,,,_•<. _.._ _ _. yJ.LJ, • .t:1 9 - f r, ~1.;. l'!l/,1,:Z..,t~r·'--1,.,·,. -!J L·., ·••hvllt,1,r!~-·, \ . .,J, _ 

11~ ~oun:cs fc1· any 0f the infonr1p"'~ ·i.•.J11 !.1· tJ·,(~ b~1~i· . •,-1 



financial circles. By Thursday of that week, A.B. Spark was writing in hio 

di.ary: 

Jut.y 17th .1840: 
but which gives 

Sugar l'ef1'.nel's and othel's 1~ant l.a;1d 1e,w 
undue di•spl.easvJ>e to my bettel' haZ.f. • 

The Spark family quarrelled, it appears, about these plans - the merchant 

seeing de-v-elopment potential in terms· of economic ad-vantage, his wife 

despairing at the potential destruction of the rural pllace of her "Vale of 

Tempe" with a smelly factory and a. townshjp of wor-kers FhariDg t.hei.r 

preyiously exclusive neighbourhood of villat< and carriage fo:!.k. 

The Sydney Hel'ald caught up with the ne,rn in its issue of the 

following Monday, declari_ng: 

SUGAR COMPANY.- r,e are glad to hear that tlze ge,z;;Zemrm who luwe . 
recently a1'1'ived in this Colony fol' tlze pv.1'pose of establishing a 
suga1' refinel'y are inal,ing pl'eparuticns to oorm,ence bus1'.>zess on. a 
veiy extensiiie ·scat.e. As -eVel'y man 1~ho intl'oduces a n.e-w manufaci-u1'e 
i11to thi•s CoZony, that is, when he bPings the necet'S<!I'!f m,m uith 
hw1, is a pubiic benefactor, uJe think the colonists m'e m:,,ch 
i1uiebted to the gentiemen 1,,/io have ah,eady· c:r:pended a large cr;,,,,mt 
of capi°ta.Z in this speculation, and 1,Ji'.t.l t.ay ov/: 1•1~•re. 

Mrs· Spark, it .seems, was· in the mlnority c,f rublic opinton on trds matter, 

a.nit the battle for the preservation of her envil'omnent ,'as lost a.lmost RS 

soon as· jt had begun. Exactly a week after the entry in Spe.i·k's dfory, 

the._Austl'aZian could report: 

l. 

2. 

3. 

The Austrat.ian Sugar Refining Company ax•e, we are injc.mned, on the 
pofa·t of eornmencing -j;hei1' 0(--'31'at;ion.~ •.. Robel't C:-x1?,pbel.1,, N. C. ha.", 
maint.y, 1,.1e beU°lwe, from a 1'egard to thc-. internstfl of tlzr, w,t.Popolis, 
offel'ed them a portion of the Cantel'l'U!'!f B11t:a/:e situa-i:cd ur,cJ11 roul,:n 
River. The doubt, theN,fore, wliiah existed as to the I'o.1't at. i•liiciz 
this neu, fo,arzah of indu1,t1•y 1,r!.ll. be infa,oduaed no longer ex-:.wts. 
That_ gl'eat advantage is seau1;ed to Sydney. ~-

Spa.1·k, 11.B. Op. cit. 

Sydney l/e;'ald 20 July 18~0, p.2. 

Aus-t;,aUan 23 July lfl4o, p.5. 
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The agreement with Robert Campbell to purchase 60 acres of land on 

Coolcs River was quickly concluded 1,y the two managers, who had arrived with 

the authority to "out of the funds of the Company purchase or rent or take 

upon lease or otherwise in their own names any la._nd or lruids or reel business 
,, 

of the Company". 1 · · As in the ·past, the order of registration of deeds 

seems to have been irrelevant to the principals' concept of' ownership of 

the land. The Sugar Company's estate incJ_uded a grant which o:i.ly 1>ecame 
I ! ' 

officially Robert Campbell's property to sell after he claimed forty years' 

t . t' 2 ' d t d th l d 7 T 18112 con inuous occupa ion an was gran e e .a.rJ on c anuarr • The 

sale to Francis Kemble o.n,l W. Y.nox Child. was registerecl on 3-~ Dcccmhm· 

18!10, for the price of £1200 3 • - but they had hired a surveyor, John 

Williams, before 12 August 1840, who had drmm up "plans ai,d specific-a"'.:ions" 

for the building, and had advertised: 

AUS1'R.4LASIAN (sic) SUGAR COMPANY. -
Builders, aonh.>aatol's, and oi·hers wiZU11(J to tciil..e1°i;ake any poz•Uon 
of .the works required by the above Company, to be ex>ec,tcd on thei.1· 
Estate a·t Canterbu1",1, near Sydney_, a:t'e r.equested to .fw"'nieh fr;nde1•3 

. in wr1:ting add1•esaed to the Directo:g. of i,,w said Compc,iy on 01' 

before Monday, the 31st 1!ug1.1st • , • 

The same paper ca.rried a warning against e,:tend.ing any credit :in U,e ,wme 

of the- Company without the· authority of the J,'j nance Director; this ma;r l1ave 

been a customary precaution·, but it carries e hint cf i;he buo;rant finm,cial 

climate of the· time, when the mere mention of a new company could secure 

. goods· with out cash. 

The Aµstra.li,9,.n S_ugar, Company was a prime example of tlrn style ~•l' 

investment which led to the crash of the early 1840s. l're.ncin 1:embl.c hr;d 

l. 

,, ~-
3. 

Authority dated 'l January 18110, quoted in Old system ti -\:.le, ,lee a 10/785. 
(.16 March 1846). Conveyance, lr, W.K. Child to Ja.'!les l•'.1.,rphy. 

The lend was promised by Bourke on 2 April 1836, '-'·'"' ,-ia8 g:r3nt.,so 
7 Janu2.ry 1842. Gran-t Register -Vol. 6, p. 8, no. J 8. 

' Old r;ystem title deed U/81.5. Lea:;e a.nd. 
in the Compei1y. 

4 ., Sydney llel'ald J.2 /\Hgnst 1840, p. :t. 

.. 



been associated with sugar refining companies in England, nnci had acquired. 

enough knowledge to sound plausible to potential investors. Child w,·ote 

lnter: 
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I too readi7,y ad.opted the erroneous impressions that he ,,,as intimately 
and praatiaa7,1,y ·aaquainted with the various b:r•a:nahes on 1i)/1iah h.6 spoke 
with the ([l'eatest aonfidenae and apparent kna1vl-edg6, and aft2r 
aonsuZting·with friends who, unfortwiateiy, were aa Utt1,e capable 
of judging as myse1,f, I determined to adventure my fo'i•tune i.n a 
speaulation in z,Jhiah, I again erroneously aonceive:1., that a sl.end,;,p 
stoak of1know7,edge was more than suffieient for the wants of the 
colony. · 

Francis Kemble promised that the venture would earn shareholders !:~2 ,000 

per annUJ!l, on a capital of l'.20,000, and on this promise, Child made hb 

decision: 

and as I had wo.sons, zdzo we1•e tl1en ;,ust coming into Ufe, 
I j'elt anxious, 1•a·ther to promote theil' futurn interests, tlia~ 
to enjoy the quiet and independenea I tlum posacased at heme. ' 

He sold all his property, took the eldest son (Coles Child) from the 

University, arid the youngest from l!.is secure position in -Lhe brwk, anc'.. 1 on 

l Janua:ry 1840, began his position e.3 Finunee Director of' the Hew Corr pn.ny, 

As soon as Kemble felt secure that he had the iln-c3tor,, :rnfely cc.nrr.j ~te,d 

to the Company, be "all at once recolJ.ecteJ that he ha<l. a (.,ugal' refjninr,) 
' -·· 

plant which he would like to dispose of". 3 • T'ne inYest.ors too!: the-_ ,:;u1li':y 

of this· plant on trust, and paid Kemble £2620 in cash, plus two nooc, 

shares for it •· the only jnvestment macle by KembJ:e in t.he C01cp2.ny w~s £25(' 

psid on one of t,h.e- shares. 

Child m::ote later: 

l. William J';nox CMJ.d, A letter to the shaI'ehoZders of th-, AusiJ><i1 . .-,;;ian 
Sugar Ccnrpany · ••• 1842. p.9. AleJ"J Birch, in his ar~·.iclc, _'fh.2 o:elt41:,1.s 
of t7je C.S.R._; 1841--55_, sugges-tn that this "lliVestmcnt js 111::~L v-r::iy 
plr-.us·ibl e". He had obviously not rea(l Chiltl '2 J.0 ~t.,,~·. ( ;t,. :;, , ) 

2. Ibid. p.9, 

3. Ibid. p .11. 
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The price of this plant, which wa.s at "least thirty years o"ld, (in 
fact not ha"lf a plant,) o.nd constructed long before ·the prnsent 
improvements in making fine sugar, .•. I al . .,;ays conside2,ed too high 
••• it had been ••• fixed at r..14,000 • , • I_Q7fl the moz•e conv-,:nced of 
the soundness of my judgement now that r liave seen it in operation, 
for the alter•ations and improvements that have been made on it have 
cost as much trouble and expense as a tailor 1.iould· have in azteri1}_g 
a coat of thirty years' date, to the fashion of the p2°esent day. · 

Once he had made this contribution to the future of the Company's activities, 

Kemble disappeared for two months, leaving Child to hire the men, arra:1ge 
i 

for their emigration on the Ann Gales, organise the loadir,g of the sugar 

plant we_ighing 5CO tons, and procure a. passage for both Managers' families 

on the same ship, Child wa.s disconcerted to find that he •.-as also asked 

to "provide une..""Cpectedly on· our departure at the last moment from private 

resources, a la,rge sum of money for the Company". 2 · 

As can be seen from the extracts quoted at the beginning of 'this 

chapter, the financial atmosphere in Sydney was directed favourably towarcls 

support for such. an enterprise, so shares in the Company were acceptable 

to Rob.ert Ca.mph.ell as· payment for his '60 acres of :r.and, ·ardch he did not 

yet ofHeially own. The land was then mortgagea. for t:6, 000 to the llnion 

Ba,nk of Australia, · 3 . to give capitb.l to-p.ay the immigrants ccnt,-sctcil to 

the Comp~ny, and to -hire further workmen to build the works a.nd the d.i?Jil, 

which -would provide the boilers with Unlimited frs>nh ,mtei-. 

all _this took, the· greater would be the fimmdal drain on t.he Compe},y, a~ 

all the Bounty imm:i grants_ ha.d agreements which read: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

MEMQRANDUM OF AGREl!,'MEN.'1' ENTERRD It,;2•c THIS 31st DAY OF N!NUl)Rl' 1/ltlO 
PETWE'EN /1.U.LIIW KNOX CHILD ON BEI!/IJ~F OP 2'Hli I! USTRAI,IAN SUGA:? 
COMPANY AND (~'iUiom Jeffress) 

FliZ1-·iarn ](nox Child agrees to hi1•e and ,HU.1:0.m Je.ff1•,wa ,,gr•P.ef: t.o !,,, 
hiPed to go to Sydney on the foUouing terms to aer1,,; the Au:?tr>c7..i.ClJC 
Suga:P. Conrpa:niJ in suc11 c._1-w.rirr . .r.J.t,n" as they· may r1,?qui1~~':; at the. i.:::1.:7P.:~ of' 

Ibid. p.11. 

Ibid. p.12. 

OJ.a. system title dee>d U/883. Leas~ urH.1 r-:·le8.::r>) ~ll--J.2 FFb1·u.ar:,• 18ln .. 

.• 



' ,. 

One Pound per week from the day of err,barkation tiU the day of 
arrival at Sydney that f1•om and afte1• suah landing at: the blage.s of 
Three Pounds per week paid weekly. 

1'he said 'flill.iam Jeffress his wife and ohiidren to be found a free 
passage out and to continue in the Company's service one yea1• after 
the Sugar House and fvorks. of the Company are completely finished. 
Johii Jeffress cont-fnuing in the Company's ser,Jiae the Uke time at 
such wages as the ·company _may consider him entitied to and the said 
WiUi(JJ11 Jeffress to enter into a bond of Two Hundred Pounds uihen 
requi,,ed to do so for the fuU performance of this agreement and l 
dui•i_ng its continuance not to engage in any other e111J:>loyn1ent . . . · 

\41 

Francis Kemble' s claims, made to Englisb investors, that he had ts.cccss 

to "men.of large capital" 
2

• in Sydney proved false, and rep!c!!lted reg_uests 

k 
t; to him to J?ay up the £7.50 owi_ng on his remainL~g share - ( the first had 
f 
/-' . gone to pa.y his debts in i,;tJgland) - proc'.uced no money a.t all. W. Knox 

Y-' ,. 

t 
Child :moved to Canterbury. to supervis·e the building, while Krcmble ruade an 

ati.€:ll)pt to pay the call on.his shares by anticipated salary, threatei:ing 

to 1100.tain from friendly lenders· the means of commencing other tra:leo" if 
I 

he were riot permitted to do this. He indica.ted that tbe attendance:, of 

himself and his· nepbew to the sugai·works would 11i:;e confined to two in th~ 

week, a$ required by the deed of sett.lement, during the erection of tl1e 

vorks11 , 
3 · 

This was the last straw·to Child. He replied: 

The aosolute engagements o.f the Compc:ny Twve 11:ade the call in,pei·alh:e, 
and you in par>ticular, 1vl10 ha1,,, re,1eroed w la1•ge a ;,/,an?. c,f ti!r 
profits to you1'aeZf, ought to be the f'irat to make e1Jei'H cn.-:-rf.j'i.t:<?. 
for• eari,ying it on; !fOU have indueed ua to abandon o-cizcr oecq·,.1.1.-!mw ., 
-subaaribe our money, leave our j'2,iends, home, and eountry, l~ C'C'"''-' 
here, .and L feeZ, that you are the laat tlwt, cuglit to ask ~,,liai, 1'.;; 

2•equired 1:n your Zetter; selfishness is to,;, vfaibZq in al"l y::>!!r> 
p11oceedings, and //OW" reading o.f the du,d appears to me, always '/.a 
be entirely in you11 our.1 fauouxi . . . !iha:t is rcquiri1..".'d., in mu crini.,,.:,11~ 
is that we should devote our, ;;/,oZe tiinf:_ to t1,e esfoblfrt1111r/at :,.f liD 

C.S.}1. Archives. Box. A5.0 

W. Knox Child. Op. cit. p.J.3. 

Tb.ii!. 1'· 14. 

• 
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Company, and to meet ti,Jice. a-1,,eek f'or aonsuUation; hoLJ nm, does 
youi• meaning of b.Jice_ a-LJeek, and "-'hole_ time, agl'ee, while the 
Compo.ny is not established? rlould not suah a perforn~mae of our 
duty be a do1Jnr•igh-t- fraud on our shareholders, of whom we have 
requii•ed salaries, and such ·a large p01•tion of operative shm•es? 
And, if we were an to give tl1e superintendence you suggest, some 
one must supply our pl.aces, ·and be paid .for what we neglect; indeed, 
on the matter of superintendence, I am 1mwh dissatisfied. I r•e'/.ied 
on you ·both tG_ get the Sugar-House up, and attend to aU matte1•s 
relating to it, and I deepZy i•egret tlie entil'e incompet,en::,y of yau 
both to do it. No cibsoZute Zoss would take place by yow• non­
attendance; but it LJou Zd not be fail• to ob Zige me to do, as it L•ere, 
your part:, as I have hitherto b~en compe7,.1.ed to do, and you l;ot/; get 
paid fo1> doing almost nothing. • 

The note of panic sounded by this leUer was real, not imagined. The 

i'innncie.l ere.sh had just b_egun, and it was becoming harder to find :"inance 

for the Company. Two of the original investors, Captain Georee, Minter and 

Frederick Wright Unwin found it very difficult .to persue.:3.e John Ti.:,gcom·b.: 

~ 
~· to join the Company, in view of Kemble' s claims, while MaclarEn, th12 .t-~anager 
f 

of the· Union Benk, went to reason with Kemble eJ1d point out to him "t.he, [ 
R i'o21y of his proceedi_ng". 2 • 
£ . 
t 
i 
r 
~ 
> 
'· 

EventuaJ.ly, on 31 March 1841, Rn agreement was drmm u11, s·he,·el,y W. 

Knox Child ana Coles Child were given control of the Con1pany's p1')J:'2j't,l, 3 • 

while Kemble received £250 per annum and ·the prc,sp<2:ct i. v-e f.a.'!antae;e of riixty 

shares for securing ·his services. Child consr-mtcd to this ,only on co11cli.t.icn 

"that his duties should be well define:J., and that. no tru~t ~lwuld 1,,,-, 

placed in him". 4. 

In tbe m2anti1ne, th!:! social strata had. sorted ·l_.he1?:r-cl v•.-!~ out i11 

selecting a location for their houses. Mrs Spar); ~ould be reassured i-.\:e:', 

her _"good adLU'er-;n1' would be preserved, at leant in the i::hort te::rm. 

1. ro.id. p.1~-15. Quotes letter of 26 I'ece1"be,· 18!:,J. Kc·ni:,1.., had o;T"ni,:c:::l 
bffa.:i:rs so that he would. rec~i -ve f5 ,686il'(/l! 1'rom the Gornpany j n cxcj1;1r:r.:e 
fo~ £250 cash and an interest of £2,DDO in a. JO yefn· 01.a. 11la.n~-

2. Ibid. p.l~, 

3. Old syzte:n title rleed Z/560. I.,ensr.·, re1 ear,e a.n<i. assic.zvr:ent. 

l:. W. Knox Ch'i.ld. Op. c.H, p.l6. 



Frederick Wright Unw.\n, w)10 li·ved ,,.t "Wansteail" next door, 1. bough!; tltc 

2. 
adjotni_ng "Juhan Munna" homestead from Joshua Thorp, ar,d promptly 

divided it into two separate residences, selling one t.o Joseph Newton, a 

me;i-chant, and IP.alciug the other available to W. Knox Child'. 3 • No lease 

or sale documents· exist f'or Child 1 s· house, so it appea'.rs that it. was a 

private arrangement between the Solicitor a.nc1 the Finance Manager of the 

Sugar Company - probably in the category pf a "company home". 

150 

Both gentlemen were residents of adjoi.ning stone houses b,• March l.841, 

when the Census of the Colony was taken; both with large househcJ.cls, and 

both. listed a.s "professional II in occupation. Within the agreement was 

con·Gained a :t:iBht-of-way across Mr Unwin' s new bridge) a.nd along the road 

which. led past the subrlividec1 a.J.lotments of Spark, Duguid ,,nc1 Ca.mptell, 

past Cooks River Church , and into Sya,,ey. 

W, Knox Child kept. J.ong how"s at the sc1gar works, in &ttendance fr~.m 

~ 1'six in the mornine till ten at ni.ght to protect the Company' 3 j ntere:s t". 

His path to ~,,or}; led p1st the newly-built dam at Canterbu.:r-.r; thE> p~i;h f.'rcm 

Cornelius ;?rout's br:i.dge is clearly m~J.rke-0 on t.he subd:i.vinion 11lan o"f 

1841. 5 • 

', 
Vi thin the Yillage, builders and Sugar Cor,1pany emr-lo:rees put up slsb 

dwellings to house their frunilies. There must han, been " greo.1; deuJ 0f 

1, Built on Arthur Martin's e;r::mt in 1836-7. It ,ws in exi.stence >,-[. t,11e 
time of the mo;·tgage, Old syste1n tit.le deed P/808, Ii F'ebnwry 163T. 
F.\.I·. Unwin to S.i. Perry anc! Wm. MacPherson, £J.T(O. 

2. F. C. Ebhart, the tenarrf.;, had ,}ied en t.he way h•)me f:rom J.ndi[! in M·1.1 Jf:Jsi 
(inem0r:i nl nt:one in St Peter' a Church n~ l). Sole.• ti-:, Unwin, Cld \:J' ;d,c•n1 
title aecod R/149, 9--10 March J.8il0, n!:L10 ]laid for J.OG ac + ho;::;es. 

3. Old sys1.e~·a title deed 'i.f/953, 19-20 Ji'ebruery 1841, lc:n:,e and r£:>.1e~.rne to 
New.ton, £1 ::no. Chj 1 cl I s pr·or;e rty· is 1rientioned i ~1 th~ sf1.,le do.:!s-'::ir. fc1r UH: 
Wonstca.d Es·l.&.te, Y/260, 12 Hov·embrr 16l~1.. T-!"1ere w~1.s o. tn·:i.c}.: 1~•u;.jnf:~1· 11; 
house b1.1il.t 0::1 lotfi 12-13~ Canterbury Vi.lli:,ge •w ()l!•'!Upied l;1 .l8~il1 11l 
11 a 111a.n in cha1·ge", . S~v.:'i.ney pistrict C0v.ncil Hatebo01·~:. M.L. 

11, W, Knox CiJ.il•l. Op. d.1'. p,J.7, 

5, J,iap ML- J,12 8~.l..1Bc?9/lc34J/1. Pl,-;;1 of 96 a7lotn:i..~ut.~ a,-; Can1-<21•bt 1 ) 1;; • _. 

'11~e pr;1.th lo calJ.ed 11Liw::~ c,f _;_\_":,"1::1 re1-!.d, l:y J,:r- U11\;in" 0 11 a ]rr1
.•l!l' :~.1•}1,ij;dr,i,:.n 

p2.c.-.n (1H63) cf' Nol11Js 1'v1.-.=•.t ('_1~··,~?·i·l]~:; r:.t: nc). S;rcJ:·,r,y :;t!1.d":·;i•·:i("·'·/~·-
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activity at thi.s time; stone was quarried for the buil,Ung, the dam, and 

for Cornelius Prout'a new bri:dge; the la.'1.d was cleared, a shaft was sunk 

which turned up a coal-like substa.'!ce, s-endi ng many hopes sky-high, l. 

15'2. 

and a._ road was· formed thro_ugh Campbell's Canterbury Estate, leading across 

the bri_dge into the country of the sawyers and the charcoal-burners beyond. 

?rout, always with an eye to profit, took up a public subscription from the 

new.· and the old settlers to pay his builder, James Walsh. 2 · When the 
• '$ 

amount re.ised fell short by about £100, he made up the deficit on the 

_a,greeroent that he could charge a toll to cross his ,,ridge. The convicts he 

had extracted from the Government to help with the timber ,wrk were 5ivcn 

a.'l extra job - to build an octagonal stone toll house on Prout's Bridgeuater 

E.state; 
3

• and the. district commenced to repay Prout for h:s act of ,,ublic 

be.nefi t. 

The Sugar Company's· next move was typical of the time. After the wild 

speculation in urban land in 1836-llO, in w!iich properties as far away from 

Sydney· as· Br_ighton had .been sold, this seemed a reasonably certain wa;r to 

raise a. comfortable amount of capital; They hfi,ed W.ll. W•zlls, a JanrJ. trnne;,0r, 

to subdivide most of their aixty acrc .. s into saleable allotmeat~; :-md s":reet;;:; 

no.med a.fter the largest investors, and pinned their hopes on u succP.Br,fn~ 

land auction. After all, this one had all the advantage~: t:iere was a ror.d, 

real opportunity for employment, an estalJlishec1 sod.al net,mrk, anf, ·11;eture.l 

resource,; to attract more industry. 'rhe Company had reservec. their .Land -

along Cc•olts River from the sale, no doubt wai tinr, for- approach,,:, fn,:!l 

1. W. Knox Child promptly J~ut in !111 c1eeds of land sold in Csrrt0r11ury Vi11~1r,e 
a clause "\lhich 1·esE:;!'Ved 0 ca9ls Bftl mineru.i.B from the ur.d~r,;rouncf' o:t the 
said l::i.flfl for lii:e.self and. his· son as t"t·1Jstees of the estat.e. • 01~1 s;y~:.:.c:f'I 
title cke,d 11/658 is one sncl! exemple. 

2. Walsh n.p~·ears in t1~i:; 18!11 census, 1ii•ing E1,-L rro;1t 1 s r!::'1T~'. 'fh•~ b-ri•.l5t:: 
-was con;.~leted :i:n the last week or Octaber J.!3hl. 

3. St Gc~orge portlon 218. Folack's ioo a,:-•res:. purc1irua·'~i l•y :F"!'C1.?1.'.. :~r,.-i:11 t1ie 
trustE-:e5 1Jy e.e;reement W/652 and. lease a~Hl relensc X/JJ.l. .r.~:_,,1. Dct<l::.; 
do.te:cl. 23 July J.8lil and 7 f,e,ptemh,r :1.8!;).. 

, . ' 
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Mana(lers of "Foundaries and Manufactorien reg_\liring much fresh water"; 

immigrants· ,muld immediately ur,dersta.,d the s_ignificance of Samuel Lyons' s 

~ords: "Canterbury .•. may hereafter be a rival to Low_ Moor, Bils ton or 

Manchester". Lyons wrote in the tradition established by-Abraham Polack. 1. 

Like Bl'.ighton, Canterbury was first settled by new inuoigrants. Only 

one of the thil'ty heads of households in the 18lil census had arrived aR a 

convict, and tb,ce had been in the Colony more than six years. The rc,st Jiarl 

arrived., in most cases, under t.be Bounty scheme, 2 · some as ernj_:loyees of 

the Sugar Company, others were Scottish stonemasons ~orking fo1· David Mc Beath, 

the builC.er of the s.ugal'\vorks. Wives and children accomfanie'.:I th'::! nen to 

-live near the plar.e of .-ark, and the population distribution of 40% males, 

22% females, and 38% children indicated a high level of famHy settlement. 

Thfa licpeful activity encouraged a growth in population in the Parish of 

St George os well - It grew by 56% between 1836 and 18111, ru,a the mnnhers 

of children grew from 16% to 19% of the population. The stuay area was 

gradually ch3pging from a "Man's- country" to a district of wo1·1<.ing--c-1a~_:3 

families. 

The outcome of the Suga.r Company's luncl sale is a. confus<2!d one: no 

title ~ould be given to any of the land urJt.il a.Yter Cm:11.ihell 1 s grant. -w::3.s 

confiJ'lfled in January- J.8h2, so :i.t j s not possible to finU oiJt -in a cH 1·n.-:-t. 

manner hew successful t'he sale -was. Lyons claimed in July t~:i.at 11 a fE-w 

allotmeuts huve been eagerly sousht for and sold c~t £100 the e.c!·e, "b:~' pr:ivn.tc 

sale within the last fortnight". A st11dy of th2 02.d. syst;,.m ti.tle dE,ecls in 

the Eegi strar-Genera.l 1 s Department c~)ni:'irms that this w::~s the cons :i -1 t.C!ff~: 

l, J.fa.p 11. 2, also Adverti!:,encnt, L:fons 1 s c.u.ct.i<m; 30 LT~1ly 18l!l, 8;Hi1ley 
Nor-m:ng llt?.!Uid_. 30 ,Tuly llllil, :;,.3. Srur.u:,•l L~·on: !THS a sbard,,,l".lc,r. 

2. Ti?.e Eount~r Index in the !~.s.w. ArchiV('~ Office ~I1cs ~LcckE:d for ::i·11 
inhoDit.a:it~ of Co.nter1:i1r;•y Villnge- J.i:d .. t:11 in 1,"t'.e J f3 1:l c•r:11.~u:;. 'Pill.' 
Au.stl"at1:a-n. 15 July 18h2) p.2, elai111£~d. that the Bnur.i:.y ~:;:stein (>f 
illi.migration wa.s onr1 ca.usP. of the fj.11ant'.·. i al ;·&ce:.1:d.c.:-: i_,_i the CC' ·1 c;;1y. 

r 1,.·ooo 1 000 lw.c1 he::Jri paid out (.' r t.he Colon:r';; l'~D., Un j n re·~:J1·n ff,r 
itnmig:rants. 

, 
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Pla;i. of 95 allotments at Canterbury, 
Australasian Suga:t> Company 1s works 

adjoining the 
July 30th 1841. 

The plan of the.Sugar Company's Estate, the first subdivision 
to form Canterbury Village. Campbell's "Village of Canterbury" 
subdivision is shown.on the left in outline. 
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price paid for all the lots. It seems strange, then, that very few other 
} 
' land sa].es at tlw time were as succt?ssful - even land close to Sydney 

,, 
i 

remained unsold, 

To complicate the story, Robert Campbell subdivided part of Richard 

Johnson's 260 .acres adjoini_ng the s.ugar Company's Estate th1:ee months later. 

His allotments sold at prices ranging from £70 an e.,:,re for lots near Prout;' s 

bridge to £20 a11 acre for lots in streets parallel to tl,e main road., but only 

26 lots out of 78 were sold at tbe first auction. 1. It neems odd that une 

subdivision was consistently cheaper than the other, also tha.t the Sug~ . .r 

Campany' s Estate lots all sold for the same high price, no matter how far 

away from the main road they were, 

The ad,ertisement for Campbell's Village of Canterbury indicates th2 

state of Sydney's land market late in 18111: Stubbs had taken to readlne; the 

proceedings of the British Parliament, and headed most of his au.cti,,n notices 

vith quotations from the latest encouraging speech of a respe~t.cd 

~ 
~- parliamentarian. Tne "Vill.age cf Canterbu):·yH piece was by Lcrd John Russell: 

I beUeve that the estabUshment of viZ.Zages mid theil' gradual 
extension into towns may, tlier~fore, be best 1-eft t.o the ente:rprZse 
and judgement of individuals. · 

and Stubbs went on to conclude that, as a result of tl1e ccnfiaence e:xr,rcr.,;ra<l 

in lfow South Wal.es by British Members of ra.rlia..-nent: 

• , • a grec.t rise had taken p7..aee in AUSTRALIAN SECURITTE:S, and t.hat. 
they HAD RISEN TO TEN AND A H1ILF PER CENT PREMTUM, and EXPF'C'JEi' 
HIGHER ! ! It is hoped ,~e shalt hear no more of Lc.:nd "going d:c,m", 
as· the very moment the :reaction begins h<?.'!'e, it u.'il-Z. 7,.-, l-i'<e -
Gold breaking out of the Miser 's Bag - the:re ,..,ill. be no !<-,eping pwe 
with its overvJhe l.ming influence. 

J.. flap J.1.3 (M'.2 811.1829/1843/1} i.s a l!'.Bf' of tl,e Hlli:, sol"', nr:•.10<,1Ct.c·d ,:!ti, 
the lots s0ld al; the 18h1 auctie,n. All joLs ~JA.\,·i;• b:·<!~t eliec:J.:,:· 1 i1· ll,c• 
Tiegintrar-Uenere.l ts Der,artment for ao. t.e; of se....l e. c1.t1d p1·i:.:e p;~ia. 

2. Ai.mtralian 14 S"ptem1,e1: J.lllil, p.3. 



It was clearly a desperate situatlon reqy:iring desperate measures, '.Phe 

adv8r·tisement was directed particulo.rly towards the 
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Ope1,ative alasses of emig:rants (who have lately ar-1°ivei ii. the PEARD, 
the UNI1'ED KI/IGD0/1, the ·ELEANOll, .. &c.,) ... Nothing is so much reqidred 
in this delightfuZ suburb of Sydney as smaU neat buiZt tenc:n,:mts fc:r 
the accommodation of famiZies and j'riends who al'<, hourly emigrating 
to OUl' s/10:res; and nothing is BO difficu7,-/; to ['1'00Ul'e as meahanics 
to e:rect them. Cottages wouZd Zet for anything. 

Stubbs was careful to mention the need for shopkeepers, suggesting tl,at the 

wife ~ould carry on the business, and the map shm-red. the ·Er-ri:a;te in relff~ion 

to four important features: Syclney, the road network, the Sugar Companr, 

and Ireland I s Inn. It was eJ. t_ogether an estate for ,.-orl,ing-elass irnmigrantc. 

A study of_ s01cie of the insolvency papers in the N.S.W. Archj_ves, 

together with some research into the occupations of the l•.,yers of the flug,i:r 

Compmiy's Estate goes- some 1-ray in clearir.g up the nrystery_ of the £100 au 

acre lots. Only seven of the 95 lots went to people unconnected wj_th the 

Sue:ar Crimpany: - fo•xe •hopkeepers and the Wesleyan Methodist Ch,tre!t, Moe.1; of 

these lined the main road from Li VE'rpool Road to Prout·• 8 B1·idge, al tbor,r,t1 

the Church accepted a lot a few yards away. The re<:1, cf the lots went i;t• 

either builders, Sugar Company employees, or Direetors of the Comp1n:1-·, •.;l,ile 

• . d . . J • the f,;rthest lot~ were sold to G. J. Rogers, soll c1 tor an f1mmcJ er. 

Within the insolvency papers, dated 1842, of a builder, ,l~mes O'NeiD., 

b.rickmukcr, i£· a possible solution to the p1~obleT!l. 
2 

· He ~ays: "I anci. 111y 

brothel· paid £il1Q to Childs for the land (lot 11). We paid i"t by labou:r 

and ·maki.ng hric-ks ana getting bones 11
• How many of the rest of the lots 

were given to employees as 1,ayment for £100 war-th of labour? How nm~y of 
: ; .. ; 

! ,t 

1. The ~1w:;tl..,a1.l~'1.n 15 July 1842, p. 2. cla:in:e 1l t!w.t 0r:.e ce.ust· of the ColonJ 's 
recession was i.he exceG!-dve amount of li ti~;atic.,n und-::,rt::i.1~0n by ps0ple. 
Eol-:;..c:l tors ;.Wl?re gro-:,d11g ;fat at eve1'~,i-"bc,-:1y 1::} t'.Xpcns1?. 0. i::·. Rogers 
ti.elontl~cJ to the firm of (;arr, Hogers ~.rill Cw~:n, nf Gc•orge 8t.1·r2c•t, a !'lrn1 
·which wa.~- nenoc:1:i.tca 11-J th t.l~Je Union Da;:Jk. 

2. Minute~: of Proceedings, 22· J·uly 18!1?., .JruuEiS 0 1Hei1 :i.ncolv0ncy. A.O. 
2/5679. Case no. 208. 

, . ' 
(>' 



the Directors' lots vere in the form ·of security for investments in the 

Co,npany? Did Child use the promise of free land to attract the essrmtial 

services of. a church and shopkeepers to Canterbury? It is possible that 

conventional transac·bions occurred for none of the 95 Sugar Compru1y 

Allotments, while, in Crunpbell' s· Estate, all vere land· s G.les, rather than 

investment in a Company, and consequently many remained unsold. 

\~1 

The building of' the refinery continued t.hroughout. 18111. 'Fne Aust1°alian 

cona.1.wterl a campaign _against s_uaar monopoly by a particular firm i.n Sydnc,y, 

' who, it claimed, had forced an artificially high price cf between £26 a:id 

£311 a. ton; the newspaper promised tha.t as soon as the Sugar Refining Company 

commenced operations, these monopolists would get their fingers burc.ed "as 

the price of s_ugar must fall· materially". 1.. W. Knox Child inserted an 

advertisement in the paper in September 1841 confirming this, 2 • and 

reporters visited the works in the same month to see :for themselves. Tb;ey 

ennounced: · 

.•• We we1'e quite astonished to ffod that in a sh,:,rt r,pa,.:,q. of m'.11-a 
months cm eo:te-,wive manufactory /;as !;,een most subsr-,mt-i.al Zy (·recced 
so nea:r- to u.s, and one capable oj' git>ing

3
tw a vaZ.UaL·Ze aPtiolc cf' 

eons umpt, ion at a low and s t<"ady pn'.ae. · 

The building was impressive, being 

oiie .liwwx-ed fei,t in length, si:cb::J feet in 1,iidth, cmd e1:-:r.y fe«t /;•:ch, 
wi·th a fine e/11'.,,mey shaft, one hwzdi.0ed and thii•i:y feel; f:·om .t/1,3 
gi"'ound. 'FHe Jiouae contains six spacious flooPs.,, m·l'l7~-house., englne .... 
'hous@, boiler house, stove and store-rooms, all heated end 1J0Piwd b~· 
a straam-engi-ne of ,:,onsiderabte powei• .•. aZZ the plant and n:,wh-i;z,,,,y 
bei_ng of a ve:r-y valuable descr>iption and according to the •~wt 
:r-eeent imp1'0Vements. 

The i.nv211t.ors had obtained a satisfyingly solid lmlk for theh· money, 

im~ort.aut in the Victorian 1 s concept of 11110.rtb 11
• The t;r,:r.-:th of tlH.:., ti:-YF!l 

l. J..ustra'/..iai. Editorial J.O Mm·ch 1842, p.2. 

~ .. :roid. 2 Oct.uber 18111. Ad,;ertisement r.lated h Dnpt,r~m1"'·~r lC,4.l. 

3. A.11 ext.rat."!t-~ ore fr.:nn tbe tluatraZ.i,an nr't.lcle nf :~O Se:1~·::~nfcer l.f.!n., r,,:~ . 

. , 



had meant that the ,,orthy aim of bringing benefit to the lo,er classes was 

also satisfied: 

H,3 

We wide:r>stand tho:t the Sugar fforks have given employment to above on,a 
71.undJ•ed men du'l'ing tlze erection ·• • . f.'e could not but not-!.ee hovJ 
comfortab.ly the Con,pany have housed their sugar-house men, in 
reaZ.Z.y ve1•y convenient slab huts; and we We'l'e g·fo.d z.ikei.1ise to see 
that a school has already been erected nea.'l' the wo;•/w, where we 
saw above forty child'l'en. 2'his is used as a chapel mz Sundays. 

William Knox Child was to be congratulated in establishing; in nine months, 

this tmP.Jship, so solid ancl respE!Ctable in a:;->pearar;cc, ir: a d~strict 

"formerly kno.:11 as the Canterbury Bush". 

Throughout 1841 an,l eo.rly 1842, sugar prices cc·ntinued to hoyez- arc-u!'lcl. 

£30 a ton, and prospects seemed favourable for la:rge profits to be made a.s 

won as suga:r production began. Francis Kemble, dir,r.ontrm-ted with '.,fs 

small share of the Company, bega.;1 to voice critidstns of the w,.y W. Kl10Y. 

Child was managinp; the Company, feeding the Direcf;ors' imr,atl cnce that. the 

refinery r.hould conll!l.ence operations, with claims tha.t "s-u.g~'l..r r;~ver cot1ld 

be :refiued in the pres<?nt Sugar-house without him an::l his nephsv". 1 • 

The principal shareholders took fright - IJnwin and Tingec;d,e bGd £3~CO B,1d. 

f3450 re~pectively to lose, and in the panic of 1842, that ?ras a. ~o:,siderahJe: 

amo1.mt. 

In Jauw::;,ry 18Ji2, against the advice of Child, a 11.c~•• Cor:1pr .. n1y ·we.s fl°l1'J<:·.·d, 

the AustralaBie.n Sugar Company, which restored Frand s Kemble to t.hc, ste,t.1.,.b 

of Direct.or, and defined his duties as (Clause 29): 

Thqt ii'rands Kern/;Ze sliaZ.Z attend the works to dir-eat t:lw ma,11,.fcC'lm~1, 
i,n:th the Boile1' end Suga1• House G'?-erk, and wili leave 1.,1{-th ,1f1• Chi'."'' 
an entcy in a book i"o be 'k0pt fo1,, t1zat; pur_r.1ose~ aZ l- o:rderc tt)7?ic•h hav2 
to be ea11ried into effect., ~he due e:ceeuHon 1,,hereof i.s t:o ce 
superbitended oy Mt• C11itd. · 

1. W. Knox Child, Op. cit.. p.15. 

2. A-~r.tr&la.r~la.n ~ll~ar C,)mp;;i.·ay. Dt?-ed of Re:l;t:7,emr,.:r,:f;. P.ydu F":/ ~ D. lJ. \·i•? lc-11.) 
J (H-12. 'fh-:- Cc,·,11nny ,,.,•as for'Jiled en J. MaJ'(!h 1611 ~!. 

, 
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Kemble ha.d achieved part of his object, but the shareholders refused to 

remove Child from his ·manageria1 role, so h~ was forced to endure the 

obvious· c]j suppro·ral of his co~man_ager for a while longer. 

In March 1842, a new Director waa introduced into the Company_ l. ,fohn 

Ross purchased the required ten shares, and thus gained a seat on the Rcard 

and a vote ou Company policy. He had been a. Director of the-, ?001,-to-be 

insolvent house of Dunlop and Co., but also had a furth2r interest as a 

Director in another Company, Abercrombie and Co. 
2

• John Mack.ay, also of 

Ab.ercrombie and C,o., purcliased ten shares in the Sugar Company in June 1842, 

and was also raised to the status of Director; at th: 1'irst rr.eetinq; he 

attended, Mac:rn,,, with Ross and Kemble, put forwe.rd a motion "to remo·,e 

William Knox Child from the offices of Director and Mn,~agccr for conduct 

:prejudicial to the interests of the Company". 3 • The timing wo.s toG neat. 

fo;r there to be no collusion bet.,,.een Kemble ar,d the t1-10 new Di recto:c-s. 

Whe:n we find that Walter Kemble, his ne1:hew,, and John Ross were joi:1t m:nt:Tf, 

of a property near Maitland, it becomes obvious what Ke;nble ba:l done. 
4· 

ii1e Aust:t>alian "learnt" of the tronble after the ,Tunt' ,neeting, and can·'.d 

the announcement of it for all to see 0;1 16 J'une lo42: 

AUS7'R1LAS1AN SllGAR COM!'l!NY Dl rJ,'OifBLE 

fle verri1 s,'.n.ae:t>ely 1'eg,·•et to lea1'n that the Sugar Co11:pany 's cpm'c I ,'.,0 ;iFJ 

aPe at a standatilZ., in consequence of a u,ant of uru:niindty v.mongE·J ;:~e 
Nanagern, 711e estobUshment ,'.a aurtailed; the numbm• of' Nea1;,:on:C,,'., 
empl-oyed bei"l(] :t>eduacd 1n.ate,,iaZZ;;. fie do trust that amicabZe 
relations may be soon .f'e-estab7,ished_. and 2,?-frain f1"1om co.>?('10:t•1:;~~: en 
t7ze Ca'.,ise of' the dicagreemen.t., i.na.r.;muah as t~G 1:•un the risk il:J.,ic}~ 
usually attends upon e;x parte in.for•mation. •'· 

1. Syd11ey f.!orning llerald l March 181,3, p. 2. 

2. Inscilvent estate no. 1Cll8. John J.'.ackay. A.O. ::?/0'(58. ~-he evJ.,'bncc• 
taken in this case es'.:.:ablishecl that Mack~y and Ross -W'2:re co-di..rccto~·2 of 
this Gompo.n.:r~ Mackay tola. a great wnny unt.:ru1.t':3 :ln hJ~; e::v:ic!.P.J1C~"'~ :J!~c• .!._,__ 

took six .months a.nd many sittingn of the Court hcft•~"e the re:::-.1 s1,t~,1 ,1• 

<:'mcreea. 1,focka:y· 1rns s,_1bstitui::e for Wm .. lfbc~:c:,·c:r.lt·ic t1e Dirzcto1· cf t.1.ic 
Sugar Company. 

3. W. l~nox Child. Op. cit. p.l. Also Boc.FJ. M·i.r:uL:s ;14 Autin,,r. c. 1\'-1?. 

h. Inr::ol vent eutate no. 165U" Wal t,121~ Kemble, A.O. ?../G8f;'}. 

5. IP.1..st1 1al1:o:n. 16 ,Tuw~ 1Slr2, p. 2. 1l'h0. unfa.\~01;rahJ.c na.t.,ire of 4.,fle i.,i::111~1t1 t'? 
i!'.:dlc>:rtef! that the :i.11fnrmo:t:j on w~:. 5.i-.ren i:o the n(;",ic.;:=~.pcr "tq r~: ::1\.,lc, 
att1:;•mr,-Li2lG to crche2i~rl1.te' eo:npJ.e.:i.nt~; s.bo.;:..t Ch:'.}. 0' f :-:.-:i•.::: ~Y~ --~~-. '.··:-i.: ,:,p,;: ' 
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Although none of the other shareholde1·s supportF.·d the motioD in .Jun0, Jt 

was brought forward _again at the July and Augus:t ,neet.ings, anc1 again J.orst. 

In August, Child advertised tenders for the supply of billet wood,. coals 

and cartage to the Company·: l. which was on the point of beginning 

production, so it became essential to Kemble to have Child removed 

immediately, while his· claims that no sugar 1,ould be produ(:crl under th.a 

current management could not be proved false. 

After the August meeting, Kemble was sent to inspect the works, and 

reported back: 

T have to l'i,port that the house is ir. a vexy wrpe1'f,,ot st,ite, an~ 
Zess va.ZuabZe to an i:,woming t,ma,it, by about £1000 pcu' annum, liw.n 
it ivould have bem: had the fit-ting up been supe:r-inten,:fod bF any 
pe1•ao:-i coni•erscvzt with the trade. If AZberi; (the sugo.i' .r>e!ji1!el') be 
com)'etent beyond his pans, or if he ha:ve not been instructed to 
misl-ead me, it folZou>s, from answe,'s which he gove to qvei!ti-o•is whcch 
I put to him that only Ten tons Pf" week instead of Sixty, adve;r!;ised 
by Mr Chi1.d, can be tu,:ned out. · 

·'l'he motion to remove Chi].d was again put forward r,.t a s1:cciru. rr.,:::etir1g o:: t}11?! 

3 Direct0rs on 16 September, · and Chila. was asked for a.n expla:1::i.tj ::>!l. l!c 

took 0L1t a.n ad .. ;ertisement in the Austn.:iiian to notify the;: Di 1:·ee-i.,<..11~s 0f' ld s 

. 4. 
intention to reply to the charges; this provoke.'! a bP.rrnr,(, of i nc·r::-nc:.: 1w.1y 

insulting e.dvertir.ements by ·Kemble (s.ec 11. 7) dei·iding Chi1cl, while 1:romh::i1•,; 

the slmrelwlaers that he had special talents: 

. • . the Zat:tei' operations of the M::mufact-ory upon my [,cm don p fon, 
(f1,t7.ly k:10.,,n to a i1ai-•y small nun:b~l' only of pc1 1ctn~n ·ln fl:gl.<::.:i.d), 
J1m,e l1eert e1,1inenHy iuacessfuZ, and appecw to l'end(:1' ft ec,1•t-cdn 
that the 1'0&ults of the Company's T,'ork, under• pPa/.'aJ' ma:wg5me•1t: in 
eaah clepaPbr,ent, 1,}iU be highly satisfactory to you aZZ. ' · 

l. /lust:ralian J.O Aug,ust 181,2, p. 3. 

2. KE-·lr1ble, Frenc5.~. '1.'o the Sharehold(;rs of the A?.{nfa,ar(-.:•:tc:n ,'3uya1i C::X~jrri 11c 
LeVcer dai.~d 12 Oetobe1• J 8t2. M .1,. A923 ,3/C. 

3. AU$ t11a l frn,;_ 19 September- 2 81(2, p.3 . 
l;, 18J.1-c: \ 

. 
J. 8h~, Il:dd. 1() September p.3, 23 Septe1nbc,r r,.L 

5. Jld<l. 26 f.0:rrLe:r,ber 1ei~2, p.3. 

, .. 
.:,· 
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1 After three successive attempts had been made to dismisH him, w. Knox 
. Child, on 16 September 1842, 1mblished an advertjseoent in the Auatraljac1, 
appealing to the shareholders of the Australasian Suga,; Company for 
justice and open-m5.ndedness i11 thejr consideration of his fate as J,!anagcr. 
He asked that they "not suffer (themselves) to be led away by the 
plausibility of that individual ••• (wr.o) is entirely unworthy of any 
trust being reposed in him". ,-

:· Kemble promptly took out a counter-advertisement of a cohtmn' H. length, in 
which he continued his attack on Child I s ability to run a sugar refinery 
"by intuition", He comuared his own thirty years I experience_ .with that 
of Child, "who has Required his lmowledgc or' trade by dealing:'.in to,ys 

1 
· and blacki11g brnshP.s"; but assured shareholders of his disinterested 
concern: 
"Although I will take, care that the j nte.rests of th,; Sugar Corcpany shall 
not suffer for tim want of pr1Jper mar.agoment I I am no candi.date for the 
office of Manager, which I apprehend r•mnt now become vacant ... 0 

He then told a pleasant little stoi·y uhw.t a sea-captHin' s monkey, Chilo, 
vho dulighted in ttu .. owing overboa1"d his ITz.aster·' s t;li ttgrir.g fiil ver plate, 
of which "he hnrl assumed mar,agemer.t''. Like Chilo, Child. had bee·n 
11a~t:'3j ng himselfli a.t the Ma.na.gemen"C I s ccst - in a year, the cca t wuu] d 
amount to "three or .four times as much as the salar:_r of His E:xnellency 
the Governor". Ee concluded, .with mock dignity, that he would "leave 
the viper t0 gIJH.W uri:,n his file 11 , 

, The followiJ:g Friday, this anor,ymo•,s aclvertisement appeared on page one 
'of tile /,ustralian: 

" \ '"T "I' 13 l""" .-~ \ ' I'" i C.: ... , Lt .JHl L . .l, ~ .... ,, 
! s:-::r ·"·•:w:.s. · 
·n:-: 1·11r:..ln· nrOcrot11;;.: 1'1'111. t,1:r·:"1.10:.~1:~, 

-TIU~ BEAll IX TH L: EOAT,. 
.. l.~n. i 

•1·11E c:1PT.ux·.~ ~l1.L'\KE ,, ii 
t• ]Jy (:1111.0. 

----rnit ,1c,•3.nr, lCnn~. 
lm·oh-rn.5 urr:h11\ Jlll;-:"l,l t1•rra11::p.:1! r,•iUl'HI!Jf). ·1 
Myrmlilt1m:1mri11,1 tt,,t J-5.•·-\'ir.!i!, 1 

fld,\l~ l,:r.-.J ... 11,l,-ctnlit 11/t:.! culi•rr1t1.-H,hl. 
lam ,\luri-'.r,•h ni ~.11 l s:1rH·\·, 

!ily right th•·r•\ lr n••rie 111°1\l~~-:•tl't 
" ... ilh:n, Lllll \~i:l101.at, 1111.t al! rf1\lJ!\l lt1 lh\•r f;f•(' 

l'm lr'lrd uf l!JP.. IJuutc, uid !he l•r11tr-. 1 
- .{1u•i,·11t l'•it·m. ! 

i J-'nmi thl~ pl'.!.r'!'J '~ t!1~·,'_' H 1r.,d1I . et1p1•~r · 
; that nll tho Mv;,ard11

"1 l'llh,!"tU :uc ,k•,:i.:11atr-,I 
I bv tlie J;ut v,:r,t. A hit: ,:o:u111•:11t;,l.11r:i, !J..,Jwm,:,r, 
1 h~lf\'C lll•M ll1:,L it a11pl!r:i: h1 t-ti•i iralh'iJual 

l
,.mly-ED, 

Tlin Lrln~in~ emf c,r tl,Nr> lmp,rtant Work:,, 
Juu tlist t:pn aril.s. of .£JO,U•lll, ~1.tl m11r1i wi\11111 

i •::-ror.nd~d to c.w11•l1•l•' tln•1;1, Thy "ill 11ff.inl 
I r,itid1 wlw1i:.,nm~ i,:strno:-liua tn ~r,l\ro 11r pl'!", 
: som, aml nt<' :-11it••d t1-1 the t•:tr:irir!"' ~11' r;. CM/ I. 
! An r.nl~· np1,llt•ali•m h rl!1pt1•q1•d, tc, e.,,r of I 
: 1ho MeP:l~n ur 1.l1e • .\o:;tr11.IMl:i1J Swect-a.:i,Sugi\1 I 
1~~~~)~~:.: . ·- ·: ....... :. 



A Shareholders' Meeting was held on l October 18!.12 at the R<Jyal Hotel, 

. to decide Child. 1s fate, and A.B. Spark·, who owned one l'.50 share, >:rote in 

his diary; 

·· ·1st 'oatober. - Would have rather 2•e111ained at home, but t,Jcnt to foum 
chiefly ·to ser>Ve Mr Child if I could, 1,,>hom I considered an injm•ed 
and oppressed man, and for whose removal a meeting 1vas held today 
at the Royal -Hotel. A speaimen of t11e Sugar made at· the hlo2•ks 1,,as 
on the table, but from the val"iov.s observati'ons made, it 1,1as at a 
price wliiah the Company could iiot afford, A storrmjiaUernc!lion took 
place, vhicli subsided 011'/,y on a motion of ad,,fou1'nmeiit be•:ng n•gde, and 
a Committee appointed to irmesMgate the state o.f the f'{orks. · 

!lobert Campbell withdrew from the Company, Unwin and Tingc•~mbe turned 

'against Child, and he was dismissed from the post of Managing Director en 

a vote that ,rn.s unanimous·. Kemble was installed in his place. In a 

financial e.tmosphere where bankruptcies fi].J.ed a full cohul!n of eech 

ne•.,.spaper, frighten<ed men had acted to s&-.re their money, by installing a 

Director who offered them the security of sped.al kno;rledge "fully kno•,.,-, 

to a very small munlier only of persons in England". With that magic l,e.f, 

sureJ.y thio business would not go the way of :many othei· Colonial ve,,ture~. 

Child withdrew his financial support from the Company, and, instea,J., acce;.ted 

a sal&ry of £500 per annum to act as finapcial manar;er. Kemble could n<:t 

resi.st a final attack, and on 12 October publif.hed a lett•=r to the Shar2c:oldc:·:: 

h . h l t t b d . 11 2 ' w 1c was a er o e prove l1be ous. For a short time, a.t least, 

he could enjoy his triumph. 

Kemble took cYer the managE!ment of the Compuny at the id.eaJ. ~;:i,,ie, o..n0. 

proceeded to capitalise on it. Unwin and the other shareholders ""'r;; 
'·•,,, 
1,1. ., 

l. Spark, A.B, Diary .. l October 1842. M.L. A4870, ' 

2. Kemble, F. Op. cit: Birch declart:s that 11Kf'mble ei:,ergcd. front tlJ,, 
l"awsuit with a character 'as pure v.-hite ac the Ca.nte1'bury sur;t~r' 1

t. He 
c-.annot have read the Court proceed.ings ver:,· carefull:,•. The C(U,;1,r, -...~.,; 

from a t>arcastic aside by the SolH:itor-Genc;rsJ., Co•.msel fo,· ·u,e PLdut.!.ff'. 
The verdict was in favo-llr of Child., al t.ho,Jg!l damnn,(.'S aiJard1=d { l~•:1/-) 

1-~cre n-:-,tYting li-ke his· cla1 m of S.:J.000. Ke.it;ble 1 s evide!:.~e WHS ra•r 1.11 -i ng, 
i,,nd, in pl,i.ces, irrelevant., . . 

.' 
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impressed by the :!'act that "since Mr Kemble undertook the manar,ement, the 

Company-, instead o:!' a weekly los-s, had a weekly profit''. 1. Not surprisit,e;, 

since sugar production had now started, The Sydney /,foi'lling He2'ald was 

invited to visit the Works in __ Decernber, end reported: 

The sugar house is a large pl.ain stone building, six stc"i•ies high, 
at one end of which there is a handsome chimney, the· zar91?-st we 
believe in the Col.ony, and as the building stands close do1m to the 
river, it is not seen·from the road until you al'e within a couple 
of hw1d1Yid yar-ds of it. The effect of .~oming suddfiily upon such an 
estalilishment 1'.n the busli, is ex-tremely striking. · 

The proprietors had brought Victorian industrial knc->ehow to tame a,1d oevelop 

11-_ wilderness; even in the depths of ci.epression, "progress" cou.U be made and 

industry could flourish. The newspaper gave a thorough aceot.nt of the 

process of s_ugai- refining, ;laced with many reassuring rem3.rks a.bout the 

quality of the machinery and the talent of the men who worked it. With 

allowances for the changing jouxnalistic st.yle, it cou2.d be one of the many 

''wealth and progress" articles that are customarily published at a time 

of recession to cheer the masses. 

Despite the lea.dership of Keinble, tb.e Sugar Company appea.rs to iw:re 

floundered rather than prospered through J.843. ~'here were several cha.ng~•s 

of directorship, and a footnote written by Tingc-o-nbe to his insolvency 

papers in J./J48 adds further evidence towards the :ressons for the £100 lilock:; 

in the Sugar Company Estate: 

Memorandum. The above seven acres of land (Sugar Comp:m.y 1s Estate, 
Ccrnterbm•y) were g1'.1>en to me as my portion 'of tlu1 property cf the 
oZd Australasian Sugar Company and 1Mre the only 1·rdw1-1 I r•e1x,1>,ed. 
.for -/;!1e swn of four thouso;id three hund:red and fi/ty pow;ds ;,•hiclt 
:r contributed. to tT1at C'.ompany·. 

7 1
,. .., t'l. 

Jo 1n 1.,ngcomi;e. 

Sydney }-f01,;-1-£ng f{era1.d l March 18!13. 
suga1· · work~; ho.c1 star bed production on 

EvJ de nee :i u th~ lj oel ca8::?. The 
12 Rer+.t~111t'er J~:.i:.?, C.S.R. 1\rchives. 

2. fbj cl. 13 Dec-=mber 1842, p. 2. Kemble ch~.ngl!d ne•1~ps,1:,c,rs when he wa,, I ,,d 
to get f'lVc·nr~.bJ.e p.iblici ty. 

3. A.O. 2/Sa~::15. Insolvency files. t.T0hn Ting('::,i;i:--0. 29 8e:pteni1.)eT 1-Si18. 
No, 1822. /:Jso Ohl system ti t,J.e cl,,cs<l 3/390, 18 Ju-\,; conve:1 c,tl tu ;1 , 
~-i.nec.-:imbr2. \6/l~ho,. COff'{E-yance, r-.t~cnc 1...o"t.s from Tingc-on.b_c' s. est~.-t .. e to:~ 
Ji. /\sh down i~lB. :'>" 
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Tingcombe, Child and MacKay all withdrew from the Company, 1. ond a_new 

Director, Clark Irving, later to ~ecome the Offi_cial Assignee of Insolvent 

Est!!,tes, was appointed Manager·. 
2

• Kemble moved into Ci1ild 's ccmpany house, 

The d.eposed Finance Man_ager does not seem to have felt much malice to the 

Company, he moved to a farm at Mount Vincent, nea.r Maitland, wh:ich he named 

"Sugar Loaf Farm",· 3 · 

The substitute for William Knox Child was Edwara. Knox, a Dane, ,;ho 

4 was· introduced by John Tingcombe, and who had busine,,s connections with 

li.oth the Australian Auction Company and the Union Bank, the h0J.c1ers of the 

irugar Compa.ny' s mor_tgage, The· Boarq Mi1iutes record that. his se.lary ,ms 

fixed at £2°50, "but that it be submitted to him, that some addi'l;ion will be, 

made when the Company I s affairs shall be more pros_perous". Times were hard. 

Kemble wa.s invited to_ give evidenee before the Legislati-.;e Council on ;!o 

September J.843, to the Crnnmittee appointed to Inquire i.nto the Fc,c1.u1:iary 

Distress of the Colony. It was clear that his mm proa.u~t cou.Ld "m,Jy ha·,e 

a value in rei'ereuce to consumption; it had a value 12 n~onths o.g,:,, ber~A.use 

it -was consumed to· a great extent, 1'ut owing to the genern.l cl.is1;ress t.!J<ere 

is now but· a very small consumption •.• " ~' A loe.n on the sec1.1ri.ty of his 

current stock would not help, a.s the market was non-exi,aten-t: 

'.l.'he most r'espeetable. shop--keepeios, that those w/10 used to pul'el1ase 
·ioaf sugar at 41,d., now aontent themsefoes wi.th moist s11ga1• al Z-l;.·d. 
01, 2d._. a,id they teU me that they ean sel,7, nothing but ai•·He7.e,; oj' 
absolv.t:e neeessitiJ, at the Zo,;est p!'iees; an.cl tl1n.t the reduntfr;i i,, 

1. • f • 1 • J. 1 " • • ., 't trie ~oncwnpt1.cn o my a.I't1,c .. e~ ar·z..ses en.-,-;1,re..,.2-1 J 1.,or.-1 '1.-tiac·i"i. :y t:;, p·•-~· 
for it. They find this to apply to al.Z other ra.-ticfos 1101; o.f 
primary neeessity. 

1. J'olm NacKay was declared bankrupt on 2'/ October J843. A.O. 2/8758. 

2, Old system t.i tJ.e deed 4/656. 29-30 !,larch 18!,3. 

3,_ Old system title deed 10/964. W .K. ar.d Coles Child of "Sn;;ar Loaf Fl'irm". 

4, '.!:he changeover took. place on 11 August 18!13, C.S.R. Archive,:;. Bom·d 
Ui-r:utes, 

5, N. S. W, Leci.sla.ti ve Counc i1: &,po1•t fi•om thG SP. 7-ec,i; C,~:-r:n'. tf;er, r.•n the 
Monetar,y Conj'uriion., 1!Jit;1t Appendix and Uinuf-tUC: of F-ni:7,r::1,:?::~. Hn-u:,:1fl1r-:,:r 
J8lr3, p.22. in Bri"t1:sh Po.r·l·Uxmentr:.11y Fap!?-.r10. Colon.5.;;:1, Aust:1:r..z;_o .• 
l D112,.-411. 8,rnnnon, Iri rfr, Uni ver~.\ty Pre~ s, 1969. 
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By the end of the year, the storekeeper at Canterbury was anking for pa~'ll1ent 

for bread, meat and groceries. The employees had not bei;,n paid, a..".lil one man 

declared hims·elf to .be on strike. At the Shareholders' f.leeti ng of 9 

January· 1844, Knox put forward his plan for estabHr.ldng the ousincnB on 

a sound footi_ng; it invol-ved ootaini_ng more money from the investorn. He 

had ascertained that, to make a profit, sugar needed to be refined in larr,e 

quantities. The only problem with this, was that supply of refineil Stt{lar 

would then exceed demand. His plan, wllich ca.pital.ise,l. on both asp<ccts, we.s 

to buy -400 tons of raw sugar, set the refinery to refine it "as expediti.ousl:,• 

as possible •• and that after the performance of such worl~ the sui;ar house 

should be closed until the stock on ha...'ld ha.s either been very·mater:i.all.y 

reduced or 'until a -general meeting of the proprietors should finally declc,re 

their wishes on the· subj~ct". l. On th~ c~ssation of work, "all such ps,rson: 

as would not be essentially-necessary to the reopening of the Refir:cry 

would be discharged". If his plan were not followed, the Refinery would 

have to clos-e~ incurri.ng a 11certai.n loss to the s~1a1·ehclder::: of frcm £:1_1,000 

to £13·;0·00 · ••• " . moreover, certain of them had a "sta.r,dine; in society 

lwhicbl might induce the creditors to make them individu&ll.y J iabl_e for th·'> 

debts of the Company", Knox was to gain plenty of practice jn carving up 

estates - he became Official Assignee in late 1844. 

The plan was accepted, and the Company strut;gled on. By 18h8, · ~-1 l the 

Directors who had voted against W. Knox Child in 18l12 he.cl be,.-n ded.ar'ed 

bankrupt, with the exception of Francis Kemble, who died at Unc.erclif·f in 

J'une 1844. Hi.s nephew carried that bankruptcy. J'rederic;, Wri[;l,t U>iwin 

ho.d lost, £2,200 in shares in the 11 01·~ Sugar ·:!ompsny" a.nd nt. the tjme of his 

insolvency had mortgaged Capital Stock and Debentures in the Ausf.raJ t13.fo.n 

Sugar Company to the value of £12,860. 
2

• Hj:s suhd:i•,:idon of ·th« W«nc.te,acl 

1. C.S,B. Archives. Australasian Sugai• Compa,;y Mf,nti:e,,,, 9 .,,,111:-1r)/ J8l1l1. 
Edw,wd Knox' s re port. 

Jl) <'Ql Veney ·0 1· 1e0 ·1> \·' 'll11• ,· 11 ',_;')_ ]'. C',(,-=•:.1-,;,,.._J' .l 0.1i·,·' ~ -· • J . -,, , • ' ' ,, • • " ~ ' ~ C! 
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Estate in 1841, made too late for the land boom, had been successful, ruai1L"!.y 

because the purchasers aJJDost i1ll!Uediately became bank111pt, and the 

insolvency papers included a long list of people to whom Uawin had lent 

money· - only for them to be de~lared bankrupt. It is ironic that Unwin 

'-' was probably one of the solicitors whom the Aust=!'al-ian, in 1842, bad 

lilrunea for the recession. The furniture in hl.s house, "Wa.nRtead", was 

described as "chl.efly old .. and wprn"; 1. 
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Meanwhile, Canterbury Vill_ai;e was established, fonoing a shaJdly­

founded centre for the provision of good! and services to the district. At 
.... . ... __ , 

the height of its success, it had three public houses, t110 churches nnd " 

school. Two roads .led t,,... the settlement; one roughly folloo:ed today's 

line of Old Canterbury Road from Parramatta Road; the other bordered 'the 

Canterbury Estate to join Li vcrpool Road at Campbell's Village of South 

/lshfie,ld, One letter in the C .S ,R. Archives recalls rela.tionships between 

vorkers a,nd management: 

MI' Knox met the men one pay day ax.d expz,essed 1•egr,,t the Company 
had not ·the aash tha.t day to pay thd,, wages., but ne:d 1,,-:?ek z,;izen 
payment 1,Jas made by SrJdJiey mePohm:f-s fo1' the su.g:11' ,:dive1•ed t.o 
themJ each man wouZ.d L1eaei.ve wltat u.'as due to h·im., o.,ui adi!.ed ·if' in 
the meant1:me if theiri ?i:ives tt'ere in need of any pr,01n~_sicns.J") NPs 
Knox l<Jouid be pfoased to heip if they aaUed at his home,' ~-

It would be a long trip into the gentry's enclave at Willi~m Street·,· .. Sydr,c:,, 

for some wives. Management did not live at Canterbury. 

1, 

2. 

lb.ii!. 

C .S. R. Archi.veo. Bo.x A5. 0, Document .15, Let.~er- f:r-1.J!'l Al ired Hobbi:v; 
conta,ining reminiscences from his :,,routh a.bout ccnv::~rsations with 11one. 
of the old hands .at Canterbury". 

, 
.:,· 
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